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Obligation of Havdalah

Rambam Sefer Hamitzvot N7 AWY NIXD D’aP17 NIXDA 190
Positive mitzvah 155 ADXYI NAWN R WT77 DIXY XD D770 DIXDNI
The 155th Mitzvah is that we are NTN DPFY 772 D2 1IDT1 INN'XAI INDDA DT
commanded to sanctify Shabbat and | oxani o DOTIFN DR ARYD 177201 N7VDI
to say things at the beginning and JUT77 NN OF NX DT A7VN NRX KINENR
the end, to mention the greatness of NIXD XN 1T .A7T0 NWIT7 12T 10127 INI7D
the day and its importance, and to IWT7'7 MW O DX DT XN7OD0 W71 .WITj7
separate it from all the other days 7V 1IN1DT (7 "NDD) NNX XA .ND12] YT
coming before it and afterwards. NN INYT{7IINDIDA INWT{Z 2 DA NDXI D
G-d commanded us to remember NIW NN 77N D DA X'NY n7T2nN INI7D
the day of Shabbat to make it holy. IO 37Nk

In other words, to remember it through kiddush and havdalah. This is the
Mitzvah of kiddush. This is what the Mechilta says: Remember the day of
Shabbat to sanctify it - sanctify it with blessings. The Talmud (Pesachim
106a) explains that we have to remember it with wine. The Rabbis said
that we must sanctify it both in the beginning and the end. In other
words, with Havdalah, which is also part of the rememberance of Shabbat
which we are commanded to do.

Talmud Brachot 33a A7 97 niId12 NOop 721 TIRYN
Rav Shemen bar Abba said to Rabbi WAX TON NP 2217 X2X 12 Y 21 Y7 DR
Yochanan: Let us examine the NIYONI N> 7R D7 7N 27N ND1D
matter. The Men of the Great V7 DX - [I7N P TN L NI7TAN NIWIT]7
Assembly established for Israel all ,0DN 7Y NIya7 - MWy ,n79N] Nivaj7 n7’NN2
the blessings and prayers, kiddush 772nn NPX DNEL,N79N2 AYA71 TN - YN
and havdalah. When did they want .OdN 7V 772w YIX N79N

us to say Havdalah? He replied:
Originally they made it part of tefillah. When the nation became richer,
they established it on a cup of wine. Then they became poorer, they went
back to saying it as part of tefillah. Then they said that someone who
makes Havdalah during tefillah also

has to say it over a cup of wine. 7 97 0’NOD NJDD 722 TITN

VD INKR'Y X 7TANN A7 [ YW 110 IR
Talmud Pesachim 104a NI7120 770 227D .A7IN2 NNINKRD NI7TaN
Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: When [¥IN7 AR 2,7IN7 UTI[7 2 77200 W0DIX 20
saying Havdalah one must include D' NWY7 'WIawn OF 121, D'0Y7 7RI 12

o' 2 ,NMINY7 0 P2 ,1INLY7 XPO 2 ,nWynn

, 0781 0177 00D 2, DINNNN D'RY7 DAr'7Yn
X DINIX DNXIE.DWKRDD 1T02 DNINI

WT7N DNIN NN DT 272 '0F 20 JYWRM]
UT7N DX 27 20NN RN DNND ...78W

O"7 ,7IN7 U7 P2 7TANN DK 7RINDYI 7RO
DY NIN .20T XAX 901 21 XPTMRIE PN N7V

the havdalot (separations)
mentioned in the Torah. How does
one say Havdalah? One says
“Between holy and profane, between
light and dark, between Israel and
the nations, and between the

Seventh_ day and the pther six days 78 UT7N DNINN 7D 2NN 2 YWY 20T
of Creat|0n, between impure and JNRYI DY 17 POORD - 7IN7 U7 12 7T1annl
pure, between the sea and the dry DTN XND7N NI

land, between the upper waters and
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the lower waters, between Cohanim, Levi‘im and Yisraelim. The
conclusion is ‘the order of creation’. Others say ‘Who formed creation’.
Rabbi Yossi bar Rabbi Yehuda says ‘Who sanctifies Israel’....

What is the correct ending to the bracha? Rav says ‘Who sanctifies Israel’,
and Shmuel says ‘Who separates between holy and profane’. Abaye, or
others say it was Rav Yosef, strongly disagreed with the opinion of Rav. It
was taught in the name of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Chanania: Anyone who
ends the blessing ‘Who sanctifies Israel’, and ‘Who separates between
holy and profane’ will merit to have length of days and years. But the

Halacha is not like him.

Shulchan Aruch OC 196; 1

The correct order of havdalah is
‘wine; spices; candle; havdalah’ and
the mnemonic to remember this
order is yavneh (yayin; besamim;
ner; havdalah). One must be careful
not to use a blemished cup. [Rama:
The custom is to recite the following
verses before the havdalah that we
say at home: Behold, G-d is my
salvation... I will lift the cup of
salvation... The Jews had radiance

N WO IX1 |P'O D”N NIIX Y [N7IY

01712 7ID'01 N'7T1aN M ,00wA Lt :n7Tan 170
AnI7 12011 :NaN] .0 DDA XY X7W N7 N
O ‘NI 'MyIY' 78 NN N1 D'WIYY 277120 0717
210 P07 /11 NIN AN DTNV 28 RUR NIVIYY
qI9W7 2011 1221 DID2 DRV 1TY N'7Tan NywAl
1D ,2”N92 D"OW OTIj7 ,YIRN 7V | 7w DIDN

72 2INXT ,ND'OBWN DYLI .DIAD DIDN N R'7Y
['WIVI ,ND72 [P'D 12 'R D'ND ¥ 12 1dW1 X7 N2
OIDN [N '29IW D2 .YIAWN N7NNA 210 |07 D
DIYN LY 12 D'XNNE N 12 P20 N7Tan NXRY7
Lnixnn aan

and happiness.... This is for a good sign. While saying havdalah one
should look at the cup and the candle. The custom is to spill some of the
wine on the ground, before finishing borei p’ri hagafen, so that the cup
will not be blemished. The reason that we spill wine is because they said:
Any home home that does not have wine spilt like water will not see
blessing. Therefore we do this as a good sign for the coming week. We
also spill some of the cup after havdalah and use that to extinguish the
candle, and also wash our eyes with it, to show our love for the Mitzvah.

Things that are forbidden to do before Havdalah

Talmud Pesachim 105a

Rav Huna saw someone who drank
water before havdalah. He said to
him, ‘Are you not afraid of becoming
ill with askara? Because it is taught
in the name of Rabbi Akiva: Anyone
who tastes anything before havdalah

.07 97 D'NOD NOOP '722 TIPN

D77 X'D MNYWT X122 XINN7 QTN XN 21
NINT 2N0D0XD N 'DNO'N X7 7 IDX ,N7TaN
772w 0TI7 D7D OYION 7D :XA'7Y 2T ANWN
ITO7 X7 'UX 11 2T 1271 .NND0X INNMD -
N'DX

will die from askara. The Rabbis of the Yeshiva of Rav Ashi were not

particular about drinking water.
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Shulchan Aruch OC 299: 1 X WD LXN [P0 D”N NIIX Y NIV
It is forbidden to taste anything, or XY IN " NINWY 17OKX IX 02T DIY 7IDR7 TI0X
even to drink wine or any other DX 72X .7T2'W Ty JUNNWUD ,D'DD YIN [{[7YUD
drink, apart from water, from the 70907 X”X 17 NdWNI DI TIyan 7JI81 QW o
time it gets dark until after NOWNI NNIYIE QWP 7' DX .(72) ("NUD 17OK)
havdalah. But if someone is sitting 72X ,ND'WN 7902 D"NT K™ 70907 TIX 17
and eating from before it gets dark, NON DI 72INI AWP ' 179X ND'WN 'RTA
they don’t need to stop eating or N120D LIYD MDA :NAN] INTIVO DRI 7 TANI
drinking. If someone was sitting and [nawxan

drinking before it became dark, they must stop when it gets dark. Some
say that this only applies when it is not completely dark, but once it gets
properly dark one must stop eating, even if they were in the middle of a
meal. They should put down a tablemat, say havdalah, then continue
their meal. [Rama: The simple custom is like the first opinion]

Shulchan Aruch OC 299; 10 ' YD LXT V'O DN NIIX Y [N7IY
It is forbidden to do any melacha 7720 DXI,'7T2'W OTI7 NDX70D DIV NIYY7 10X
before havdalah. If they said OXI .DIDN 7Y '7Tan X7 PTYW 9”YX NN N'79N2
havdalah during tefilla they may do ANIX 179N 7TanY 077 NOXR70 NIWYT7 PN
melacha before saying havdalah on NYIVI ,NDM2 K72 .(7IN0 21 UTI70 P2) 7T1ann
a cup of wine. If a person needs to Y 07912 7720 [PRY  D'WA DI :an] .DR7ND
do melacha before saying havdalah WYY DTI7 707 U7 P2 7Tann NDXR'WY [TN77
in tefilla, they should say ‘hamavdil ANK70

bain kodesh I'’chol’ (who separates between holy and profane) without
saying a bracha, and then may perform melacha. [Rama: Therefore one
should teach women, who don’t say havdalah during tefilla, to say
‘hamavdil bain kodesh I’chol’ before they do melacha.

Magen Avraham OC 299; 13 2’ 770 LY [P'O DN NIIX DNNAX AD
One who says Hamavdil - it is 7y 7772w Ty 71IDXY7 1IOX D701 - 77200 DIX
forbidden to eat until one has said .0DN

havdalah over a cup of wine.

Women and Havdalah

Shulchan Aruch OC 296; 8 N_9'Y0 IX1 [P'D D"N NIIX )Y N7IY
Women are obligated in havdalah, N YILYUIT72 NYNY DY 077201 NIA"N DY)
just as they are obligated in WY 71 [NXY7 17712 X7 D"V :man] 77Ny
kiddush. There is an opinion who [0wIND D 17720

disagrees. [Rama: Therefore they
should not say havdalah for themselves, but rather should hear it from
men].
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There is an opinion that disagrees -
Because they hold that havdalah is
not linked to keeping Shabbat, but
only Rabbinic, and the verse is an
asmachta. Therefore the Rama
concludes that women should not
say havdalah for themselves. In
other words, even men only have a
Rabbinic obligation, therefore
women should not say a bracha over
it. This is not the same as lulav or
shofar, that women do say a bracha
on. The Rama said in siman 589 that
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‘T {770 1"¥1 [P0 DN NIIX 17D

NY NNl 7N 27720 PRT - [77INW 0 Wi
N'7 2"y X" O"O D"YI ,X7X NIDNDX [121 X7X
D”Y 20T XR7X 1R D'WIN] OXT 7D [DXY7 17T
NIDIANT 191 27177 7771 .17y 1D X7 D'WIN
NIDIAN DWINY 2MINNY V”O7N "0 X"NP1 W'ND
7NN 2NNT DNN IRY ‘1D XD [PTY VD 7Y
AI0O7 'MNN W XD D'RWUN XNMIRT KN DWIR
NWY NIND XNl D'WIRA 17'OX P2TH XY

'R 1NN ANX 97OYT AR ...XNM INTIY
D72 DY PXRT 1797 170X INI7 D'wI7 wwn
D'WIT X”N1 2ND D L”X1 PO P77 NTNIKD
WY NDI2 X712 7IN7 U7 12 7Tann NN
DNTD

the custom is for women to say a bracha over positive time bound
mitzvot (even though they are exempt). But those cases are different,
because the obligation for men is from the Torah. In the case of
havdalah, however, where there are two reasons why women are
exempt: the obligation for men is only Rabbinic, and it is a time bound
positive commandment. ... It appears to me that nevertheless there is no
problem with women saying havdala in tefilla, since this is not a separate
bracha. The Rama suggests that women should say ‘hamavdil...’ before

doing any melacha.

Magen Avraham OC 296; 11
They should not make havdalah for

themselves - the Ba”ch writes that
even according to the opinion that
women are exempt, nevertheless
they may say havdalah, just like
they say brachot over lulav or
shofar. The minhag is that even
though there may be men present
who they could hear havdalah from,

N’ 770 IX1 |[P'O 0”N NIIX DNNAX AP

NNILDY T"NT7 "OX ‘D N”Al — [NXY7 17T K7
2NINNI 27171 IBIWA IND NXY7 '7TaN7 71D "D
772N DYON VINYY7 P710'W DIWIXR DY W' TONRY)
N WY NIXD X”DY NYTT TWONI 770y [NXY7
N7X N2 'RY 12T 72X 0271 NIWYYT7 PR Dy
NDYO 'RODT TWORI NIXYA 'R XD [I2D Nd12N
7027 D'RYAT DIYDI ...N1AT7N0 W77 m X7

DN 2NN ND>1QT DDA 7V D'DWAN 7V [NDXY'7
:N"2 M1 7Nl

the women still say it for themselves. This is the opinion of the Ba”ch. It
is possible that the opinion of the Rama is that for a Mitzvah which

involves an action the women may make a bracha, but for one which has
no action, but only the bracha, like havdalah, they should not make it for
themselves. It is possible that for this reason women are not accustomed
to saying kiddush levana. ... It is clear that women are permitted to make
the bracha for themselves over the spices and the wine, since these are
blessings of benefit. The main halacha is like the opinion of the Ba”ch.
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Mishna Brura 296; 35 Y 770 IX1 [0'0 NN2 MYD
N”DD 2ANDW NN '97 M. — NXY7 17T N7
OIDN NINWY7 X7W D'WIN 12T T7j7021 '77V'7
NNXY1 7TaN RN D'NYLN 70 IX72 DX N7TaN
0"NN T 72 2”21 DIDN NINWY7 N712' NIR X701
TNT NRX7 'DD 07 PRYWA 77707 X"NN NID X7X
NIXD 7027 X7W 1D ANWNI NNXYY7 772N "y
Nyanh
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