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Spices

Rambam Shabbat 29; 29

Why do we make a bracha over
spices on Motzei Shabbat? Because
the soul is depressed that Shabbat
is leaving. Therefore we cheer it up

and make it feel better and with the nice smell.

Shulchan Aruch OC 298; 2

The best way to perform the Mitzvah
is with a torch (many wicks). Some
say that even if there is no torch
one must light a special candle for
the sake of Havdalah apart from the
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regular candle which lights the house. [Rama: A candle with two (or

more) wicks is called a torch.]

Mishna Brura 298; 5

On a torch - since it produces a lot
of light. It is preferable to use a wax
candle.
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Candle and Fingernails

Tzitz Eliezer 1; 20; 13

When there is no candle, which
would be the best way of doing the
Mitzvah, it appears to me that one
may use an electric light for the
bracha of Havdalah.

Har Tzvi OC; 114

It appears to me that one may not
make the bracha of borei meorei
ha’aish over an electric lightbulb,
since it is not a fire but only a
heated metal element.

Shulchan Aruch OC 298; 3

The custom is to look at the palms
of the hands and the fingernails
during Havdalah. [Rama: One
should look at the right hand and
hold the cup in the left hand. One
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should bend the fingers into the hand so that one can see the fingernails
and the palms at the same time, and not the fingertips.]
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Mishna Brura 298; 9 _ D 770 N1 JP'O NN MWD
The custom etc. - the reason is that Y50y [V AT DYON — ‘151 7oN0N7 0NN
we require enough light to be able 271 N{77T21 Yabn7 Yaon fa NIk nY
to distinguish between different N7 ‘750 DX NIXAY D19XA 7oN0N7 Dni
coins. Therefore the custom is to [ DNY 1PD YALHNYT YLD 12 I NINT
look at the fingernails to see if there [N NDT2 [N'D [N DNOXNY TIVIE A7 NIDX
is enough light from which to get W'Y D' NISJA D7ON0D DAl 071Y7 N2 NND
benefit, and recognise the difference 12 72NN7 [0 T 'OILWI

between coins, just as it is possible
to recognise the difference between the nail and the skin. Also, fingernails
are a sign of blessing, because they grow continually. We also look at the
palms which have another sign of blessing on the creases.

Mishna Brura 298; 10 ' 770 NX1 [P'O NN NYUD
Bend the fingers - i.e. fold the four |“mxn 227y niyaxx 1 o - Niyaxxn 9937
fingers over the thumb (to cover it)

Mishna Brura 298; 11

So that one can see - Some have
the custom to open the hand
afterwards and look from the back of
the four fingers at the fingernails.
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Igrot Moshe OC5; 9 0 |0 A N7IX 77N QYD NINAR N"IY
Our custom is to first make the 75N0n7 >”NRI 17NN 127 17w anpn
bracha, and then to look at the J7T0 19D NI ,0"119X]

fingernails, and this is correct.

Sitting or Standing

Shulchan Aruch OC 296; 6 1 Y0 IX1 [P0 0¥N NIIXR Y [N7IY
One should say Havdalah while JDIYD X7 AN AW 17120 I0IN
sitting [Rama: And some say while

standing].

12 {770 IX1 [P0 NN MWD

['> D”VI INAIN T DNINXRT7 X'NINWD D - QWD
NIYj7 NIWY7 07107 0n7 &' AN 1019 TNRT
V70 XINW DT 770 X701 NYA7 N X7 TRyl
0 NIY7N Y71 TRIVD X7X PI70D 'R 1700

Mishna Brura 296; 27

Sitting - this is in a case where one
person is saying it on behalf of
others. Therefore since one is saying

for_his fr_iend, they ?re required to 7”01 NIRX7 1D [ADDI TR 700 ANTHYD
be in a fixed place (i.e. seated). The AYTAN MDA M NIRYY 11D ONY [YAITY DT
other opinion is that since Havdalah P 12722 NRXY 1T TIYA[7 01 1D

is escorting out the Shabbat King, it
should be said standing, in the way that we would escort. Regarding a
fixed place, that opinion holds that since everyone is standing together,
and have intention for the Mitzvah that is sufficient. Since they are fixed
together in their intent, that also is considered fixed regarding the bracha
for the wine.

32



7"'02

Rabbi Sedley Halacha

Shabbat Laws SHIUR 7 Rabbi David Sedley
Igrot Moshe OCS5; 20 _ 3 [P'D N N’IX 77N AYD NN N'IY
The custom of everyone is to stand IRY ,TOIUD P7TA0Y Kin KDIYT Xamp nan
when saying Havdalah, since we NN DYYII .NYIEN7DR NIDIAYT AT f2'WND
don’t consider it a bracha over food DTI7 NINWYI 7IDX7 1IDXT XY [ 1aN0nN
or drink. This makes sense, because |x7 ox gxT ,n7ORY A7TAN NIND W K7 ,A7TAN
even though it is forbidden to eat or 7707 X 775 7o

drink before Havdalah, the Mitzvah
of Havdalah itself is not connected to food. This is clear because even if
someone does not intend to eat they still need to say Havdalah.

Women and Havdalah

Shulchan Aruch OC 296; 8 N 9Y0 IXI [D'D DN NIIR YW [N7IY
Women are obligated in havdalah, N Y1, UIT72 NIA'NY DY 077101 NIA"N D'W)
just as they are obligated in WY 71 [NXY7 17712 X7 2"y :man] 77Ny
kiddush. There is an opinion who [Dwxn 0 n71a0

disagrees. [Rama: Therefore they
should not say havdalah for themselves, but rather should hear it from
men].

Mishna Brura 296; 34

Women are obligated - even though 17 7”0 IX1 |D'O NIN2 MW
it is a positive time-bound Mitzvah. T XD DTAY QIXD MINT A7UR -~ NN D)
ThIS iS because men and women are w"NII INW'7 DT YUIZTIKRT 'Y NUXRI U'X N1Y
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equally obligated in all Mitzvot of
Shabbat, since zachor (positive
Mitzvot) is connected to shamor
(negative Mitzvot), as we explained
in siman 271. Havdalah is also part
of zachor, according to the opinion
that holds that Havdalah is a Torah obligation. According to the opinion
that it is a Rabbinic obligation, the Rabbis established it to be similar to
kiddush (and therefore women are obligated). The opinion who says that
women are exempt holds that Havdalah begins the weekdays, and is
therefore not part of the laws of Shabbat, but is the same as all other
positive time-bound Mitzvot from which women are exempt.

Taz OC 296; 7

There is an opinion that disagrees - Because they hold that havdalah is
not linked to keeping Shabbat, but only Rabbinic, and the verse is an
asmachta. Therefore the Rama concludes that women should not say
havdalah for themselves. In other words, even men only have a Rabbinic
obligation, therefore women should not say a bracha over it. This is not
the same as lulav or shofar, that women do say a bracha on. The Rama
said in siman 589 that the custom is for women to say a bracha over
positive time bound mitzvot (even though they are exempt). But those
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cases are different, because the
obligation for men is from the
Torah. In the case of havdalah,
however, where there are two
reasons why women are exempt:
the obligation for men is only
Rabbinic, and it is a time bound
positive commandment. ... It
appears to me that nevertheless
there is no problem with women
saying havdala in tefilla, since this is
not a separate bracha. The Rama
suggests that women should say
‘hamavdil...” before doing any
melacha.

Magen Avraham OC 296; 11
They should not make havdalah for
themselves - the Ba”ch writes that
even according to the opinion that
women are exempt, nevertheless
they may say havdalah, just like
they say brachot over lulav or
shofar. The minhag is that even
though there may be men present
who they could hear havdalah from,
the women still say it for
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themselves. This is the opinion of the Ba”ch. It is possible that the opinion
of the Rama is that for a Mitzvah which involves an action the women
may make a bracha, but for one which has no action, but only the bracha,
like havdalah, they should not make it for themselves. It is possible that
for this reason women are not accustomed to saying kiddush levana. ... It
is clear that women are permitted to make the bracha for themselves
over the spices and the wine, since these are blessings of benefit. The
main halacha is like the opinion of the Ba"ch.

Biur Halacha 296 /o yavdilu

They should not make Havdalah for themselves - look at the Magen
Avraham who writes that it is obvious that women may make the brachot
over spices and wine, since they are blessings of benefit. The reason that
this does not also include the blessing over the candle is because this is
not a blessing of benefit. If it were, we would have to make the bracha
every time we see a light, like the Beis Yosef writes in the name of the
Rosh. Even according to the opinion that women are obligated in
Havdalah, it is not clear that they should say the bracha over the candle.
Even if we say that Havdalah is still part of Shabbat, and therefore
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women are obligated despite the
fact that it is a positive time-bound
Mitzvah, nevertheless the candle is
certainly part of the weekday. The
candle is used in Havdalah as a
reminder of the creation of fire, and
this happened only on Motzei
Shabbat. Perhaps we can say that
since the bracha over the candle is
included in the ritual of Havdalah it
is all included in the same Halacha
(and women can say that bracha).
However it is more correct to say
that women are not included in the
bracha of the candle according to
everyone (and therefore should not
say it if they make Havdalah).

Igrot Moshe CM2; 47

It seems to me that women should
make the bracha over the candle.
This is implicit in the words of the
Shulchan Aruch, when he writes
according to the first opinion that
women should say Havdalah, and
does not exclude the bracha over

Sedley

SHIUR 7

7"'02

Halacha
Rabbi David Sedley

1772’ X7 0”7 IX1 [P'O Nd7n 1IN

OIYST ANDY R"DA 'Y - [DXY7 17T K7

oD 7V DDWAN 7Y NXY7 N27 DRWAT

720 NDN2 X7NN D71 K7T Xl DN 2NN NDNAT
7V 7N X7T X0 NRIN D12 IX7 120 NONAT
Oyo 721 7127 1IN 0 YRT IRD NNIN
W7NIN DY "2 RNY 1021 RN ARNWD

DX N772N2 NIA"N D'WIT T"DN7 I77OX X2j79N0NI
DT NXINY X N'7TaN XN7WAT 110 ND112 NN
NAY7 XD XY 1IDTT NIXD2 N7701 XN
WIT7T X'DIT 2277 T7P7 7oK1 D 2NN D"WNDI
W N2 IRN XM 7Y [[7NIY 12 D7RUN DTN
710 XN [NT X770 NAWT RO NIRY
TN 707 NIXD N7NND7T D 71N L NvNT
ND722 NA'N NIRRT NI7 1D NN X2T XTN
V107 10N

TP |P'O 2 P”IN 77N YN NNAX N"1Y

YnWN Xn DT 110 No1a 7y M7 N7 w1V
D'WIT DNO MIYXRIN NYT7 2ND 12NNAY NN
.10 7Y 1an X7 72X 700 X7 07720 niavn
TXN D'WID 10D N2 D2 PWT XN DX X DAl
D2 NIXNWD NINY7N D'W1 X0 XP12 [PT RINY
Y7V NIDANI XD INTNYW NWY NIND

the candle. Also, even if we were to say that this is a positive time-bound
Mitzvah, nevertheless, when women want do those Mitzvot they still make

a bracha over them.

Tzitz Eliezer 14; 43

It is printed on the calendar that
according to the Mishna Brura
women who say Havdalah should
not say the bracha over the candle.
It looks as though they are trying to
fix this as the Halacha. Pay no
attention to it. Do not change from
the custom that women do say the
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bracha on the candle if they say Havdalah for themselves. Those many
women who have the custom to say the bracha to themselves even when
they hear Havdalah from a man should also not change their custom.

Magen Avraham 296; 4
The custom is that women do not

drink the Havdalah wine. Look at the
Shla”h for the reason.
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Mishna Brura 296; 35

Women should not make Havdalah nY 770 IX1 [P0 NN MWD
for themselves - according to what N"DN ANDY AN 197 ML, — [DNYY 1772 K7
the Magen Avraham writes that DDN NINYY7 K7W D'WIN DNT 17701 7YY
women do not drink the Havdalah NDXYL 772N PR D'OYON 73 IX71 DR N7TAN
wine, how can they make Havdalah D"NN 1T 7V2 721 DIDN NINY7 N71)' NIR X701
for themselves if they can’t drink TRT NIRN7 'DD N7 PR 7707 X"DA MDD 7R
(apart from all the other reasons NIXD 7017 X7¢ 1O ANWNI NNXY7 772N 5>”ya
why they may not be able to say 7130

Havdalah)? However, what the Magen Avraham means is that they may
drink when there is nobody else to say Havdalah for them, rather than
not do the Mitzvah of Havdalah at all.

Eating and Drinking before Havdalah

Talmud Pesachim 105a

Rav Huna saw someone who drank
W_ate': before havdalah. He said to. NXINT 2NTD0XRN N 'ONO'D X7 7 IR ,N71an
!’nm,_ Are you not afraid (_)f_becommg 772w DTI7 DI75 DYILA 7D X7V 2T DYUD
ill with askara? Because it is taught M7 X7 WK 11 AT 127 .N1D0RA NIV -
in the name of Rabbi Akiva: Anyone NIDR
who tastes anything before havdalah
will die from askara. The Rabbis of the Yeshiva of Rav Ashi were not
particular about drinking water.
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Things that are forbidden to do before Havdalah

Shulchan Aruch OC 299; 1 X 9'VO LXN [P0 B¥N NIIX Y [N7IY
It is forbidden to taste anything, or XY IX [* NINWY 179X IX ,127T DIY 7IDX7 1IOX
even to drink wine or any other DX 72X .7T2'W TV WNNWD ,.D'OD YIN [7YU0
drink, apart from water, from the 7’0507 X”X 17 NDWNI OF TIYan 72181 AWr n
time it gets dark until after NDWNI ANIYIE QWP D DXI.(72) (MWD 170K)
havdalah. But if someone is sitting 7R ,ND'WN 7901 D"AT K™ 70907 YIX 17
and eating from before it gets dark, NOD DD 72INI AW A 179X ND'WN XTI
they don’t need to stop eating or N1202 DIYD MDA :NAN] INTIYO NI 7720
drinking. If someone was sitting and ANIURD

drinking before it became dark, they must stop when it gets dark. Some
say that this only applies when it is not completely dark, but once it gets
properly dark one must stop eating, even if they were in the middle of a
meal. They should put down a table mat, say havdalah, then continue
their meal. [Rama: The simple custom is like the first opinion]
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Shulchan Aruch OC 299; 10 ' YD LXT V'O 0N NIIX Y [N7IY
It is forbidden to do any melacha 77720 DRI L,7T2'W 0TI7 NOX70 DIYW NIYYY7 1IDX
before havdalah. If they said OXI .DIDN 7Y '7Tan X7 PTYW 9”YX NN N'79N2
havdalah during tefilla they may do MADIX N79M] 712N DTI7 NOXR7D NIWY7 X
melacha before saying havdalah on NYIYI 0372 K71 (7NN 21 W70 [2) 77ann
a cup of wine. If a person needs to W 079N '77a0 [PRY DWW DI :an] .NDXRTD
do melacha before saying havdalah WYY DTI7 707 U7 P2 7Tann NDXR'WY [TN77
in tefilla, they should say ‘hamavdil ANK70

bain kodesh I'’chol’ (who separates between holy and profane) without
saying a bracha, and then may perform melacha. [Rama: Therefore one
should teach women, who don’t say havdalah during tefilla, to say
‘hamavdil bain kodesh I’chol’ before they do melacha.

Magen Avraham OC 299; 13 2’ 770 DX [P'O DN NIIX DNN2AX A0
One who says Hamavdil - it is .0IDN 7y 772w TY 71X 0K N7HI - 7T7anN 'DIN

forbidden to eat until one has
said havdalah over a cup of wine.

If you have any further questions on this material or any other questions
you can contact me by e-mail: rabbisedley@hotmail.com
or by phone 0543 04 8282.
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