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Candle Lighting - Who?, Why? and How Many?

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 25b

Rabbi Yishmael says one may not light
(Shabbat candles) with tar because of
kavod Shabbat. What is the reason? Rava
says, “Since it smells bad, they decreed
against it, lest a person will leave it and
go out”. Abaye said to him, "What is
wrong if they leave?” He said to him,
“Since I say that lighting candles is an
obligation. As Rav Nachman bar Rava said
in the name of Ray, ‘Lighting candles is
an obligation, washing one’s hands and
feet in warm water is optional’, but I say
that it [washing] is a Mitzvah. Rav Yehuda
said in the name of Rav, 'This was the
custom of Rebbe Yehuda bar Ilai, on Erev
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Shabbat they would bring him a bowl of warm water and he would wash
his face, hands and feet, and wrap himself up and sit in sheets with
tzitzit, and he appeared like an angel of G-d”.

Rashi Shabbat 25b

An obligation - It is kavod Shabbat, since
an important meal is only eaten in a well
lit place.

Shulchan Aruch Orech Chaim 263; 3
If a person cannot afford to buy both a
candle for Shabbat and wine for kiddush,
a candle for Shabbat takes precedence.

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 23b

[If one can only afford either] a Shabbat
candle or kiddush, the candle is
preferable, because of Shalom Bayit.

Rashi Shabbat 23b
Shalom Bayit ... Because the family are
troubled if they sit in the dark.
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Shulchan Aruch Orech Chaim 263; 1
A person should be careful to light a nice
candle, and there are those who light INRI AT 1110 TR TIZMD A TIwYY
two candles, one corresponding to A 71071 POINT 7101 AN DY Ta1d
zachor and one to shamor. [Rama one DYS ANDWW  NWRN .M IR T IR
may add even three or four candles, and M2 YD NEYID 77T NNR
this is the custom. A woman who forgot
to light candles one week should light three candles each week from then
on].
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Magen Avraham Orech Chaim 263; 1
Should be careful - And they should light in all
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the rooms that they will be using on Shabbat. DTN 702 77T - AT R
And the candles should be twisted, since Shamor IOy (7"IW N”ON) DY Y7INY
and Zachor were said in one utterance. DY DT DN NN DUV

NPX]Y ThX 11272

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 23b

Rav Huna says, "Someone who is accustomed to | 23 91 naw noon 722 TIKYN
light [Shabbat] candles will merit to have sons " - 722 7270 XN 20 0K
(children) who are Talmidei Chachamim. T ,D'0DN "TRYN DDA Y
Someone who is careful in the mitzvah of AT NN NT7 NOIT - ATITP2
Mezuza will merit to have a nice home, someone |Ynm X1 W707 MDIT - TYNIX]
who is careful in the mitzvah of Tzitzit will merit 272 X700 NI - DI WIT72
to have nice clothes. One who is careful in 1

kiddush will merit to have barrels full of wine.

Mishna Brura 263; 2

Nice - It says in the Talmud (Shabbat 23b) 2 {770 201 [P'D NN NIYD
that through this a person merits to have sons 212y NDITT D”WA RNV - N9 (2)
(children) who are Talmidei Chachamim, as it > ANDT O'DON 'TP7N D17 AT
says “For a candle is a Mitzvah and the Torah NIXD 11 Y AR DUNEAIXD M)
is the light” (Mishlei 6; 23), that through the 1IN D71 NINT AR X2 NIWT
Mitzvah candle of Shabbat comes the light of DINY KR MWK 779NNY
Torah. Therefore it is appropriate for a woman "3 N7 Y >N A77TN
to pray after she has finished lighting the MNIn D7YRD D7OT 02

candles and the blessing, that G-d should give her sons who will be lit up
with Torah.

Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 75; 2
Therefore it is proper for a woman to
pray when she lights the candles, that
G-d should give her sons who are alight
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with Torah. It is also good that RY IX D2 7172 NN W7 UKL N7TNY
beforehand she gives some money to N7 ANRY ADXNY A70 57D A
tzedaka. If a woman has dlfflCUIty gIVIng ,MIYUN WUXAT [IUXT DOF ¢ N10ONN NNAN
birth, or has no children, it is a segula .ND2 IDRNI NDIX XY DD [ANY 2101

for her to recite the Haftorah for the first
day of Rosh Hashana after lighting. And it is preferable that she
understands what she is saying and says it with kavanah.
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Shulchan Aruch Orech Chaim 263; 2-3
Both men and women are obligated to have
Shabbat candles in their home. [Nevertheless]
women are obligated more than men, since
they are more often at home and are involved
in the needs of the home.

Mishna Brura 263; 11

Woman are obligated... And even if the
husband wants to light for himself, the wife
takes priority.

Mishna Brura 263; 12

Because they are more often at home...
Another reason is given, because woman
extinguished the light of the world, when she
caused the death of Adam. Nevertheless it is a
good thing for the husband to prepare the
candles.

Midrash Tanchuma Parshat Metzora 17
It is taught in a Baraita: From where do we
know that a person should be enthusiastic
and also encourage others in lighting
Shabbat candles? As it says, ‘You shall call
the Shabbat Oneg (delight)’ (Isaiah 58; 13).
This refers to lighting Shabbat candles. Why
was the Mitzvah given to women? G-d said,
‘She extinguished the candle of the world, as

v’Chaya
Rabbi David Sedley
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it says, “"The candle of G-d is the soul of a person (Adam)” (Mishlei 20;
27). Therefore she should keep the Mitzvah of the candle’.

Prayer after candlelightin
May it be Your will, L-rd, my G-d and G-d of
my fathers, to be gracious to me (and to my
husband and children) and to all my family,
crowning our home with the feeling of Your
Diving Presence dwelling among us. Make me
worthy to raise learned children and
grandchildren who will dazzle the world with
Torah and goodness, and ensure that the
glow of our lives will never be dimmed. Show
us the glow of Your face and we will be
saved. Amen.
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Lighting Shabbat Candles; Where, When and Whom

Rambam Hilchot Shabbat 5; 1
Lighting Shabbat candles is not
optional [such that] if you want to light
you may light and if you don’t want to
light you don’t have to light. Nor is it a
Mitzvah that you are obligated to
pursue it until it is performed, like
Eruvin or washing hands before eating.
Rather it is an obligation. Both men
and women are obligated to have lit
candles in their house on Shabbat.
Even if they don't have food to eat,
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they should beg for money and purchase oil to light, since this is included

in the Mitzvah of Oneg Shabbat. A person

is obligated to bless before

lighting, ‘Blessed are You... who sanctified us with His commandments
and commanded us to light candles for Shabbat’, just as they make a
blessing for everything that is obligated Rabbinically.

Shulchan Aruch 263; 5

When lighting one should recite the
Bracha ‘Blessed are You... who has
commanded us to light the Shabbat
candle’. Both men and women recite this
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blessing when they light. Also on Yom Tov one recites the blessing ‘to

light the Yom Tov candle’.

Mishna Brura 263; 22, 24

To light the Shabbat candle - Even when
lighting many candles, it is preferable to
say ‘candle’ (singular) in the blessing,
since the main obligation is to light one
candle.
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Yom Tov candle - And if Yom Tov falls on Shabbat one says ‘of Shabbat

and of Yom Tov'.

Shulchan Aruch 263; 7

A guest who doesn’t have their own room
and has nobody lighting on their behalf at
home should contribute money towards
the candles.

Mishna Brura 263; 34

Money - similarly the home owner could give

them a share in the candle as a gift.
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Shulchan Aruch 263; 8

Two or three householders who are eating
in one place, some say that each person
should bless on their own candle, and
others are not clear on the matter.
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Mishna Brura 263; 35

That each person... because the more light
there is the more Shalom Bayit and happiness
there is, and there is benefit from the light in
all the corners of the room.

Shmirat Shabbat K'Hilchato 45

(12) If a single man living in Yeshiva, or a
single woman living in a dormitory is invited
for Friday night to eat with a friend but will
return to sleep in their room at Yeshiva or the
dormitory; they fulfil their obligation of
lighting through the host’s lighting.
Nevertheless they should also light in their
room and may make a blessing on this lighting
(provided they will be able to get benefit from
the light).

(13) A single man living in Yeshiva or a
woman living in a dormitory who travels for
Shabbat to their parent’s home; they become
like the rest of the family and are exempt from
lighting. Even if they travel to relatives or
friends, or go to visit another Yeshiva or
dormitory they are considered to be eating at
the table of the host, or like one of the
Yeshiva students or dorm residents and they
are exempt from lighting.
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