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Rabbi Sedley Halacha

Laws of Shabbat SHIUR 2 Rabbi David Sedley

Importance of Rabbinic Laws

Ecclesiastes 10; 8

He who digs a pit will fall into it, and
he who breaks down a wall will be
bitten by a snake.

N {7109 ' 719 NYnj7
YN 112¢' 1T2 Y11 7i9 ia yRia 19N

Shulchan Aruch 551; 11 X' YO XJ7n |0 DN NIIX Y [N7IY
Anyone who eats meat (during the YIID ,1I0R 12 DANRY D702 WA 72IRY D 7D
nine days) in a place where the N ;' N7N{7) wN1 DU XIN T

minhag is to forbid it, breaks down
fences and will be bitten by a snake.

Talmud Brachot 4b
Anyone who transgresses the words
of the Sages deserves death.

1 9T NI272 NOOP '722 TIPTN
.NN'D 2N O'ODN MAT ‘7Y Tavn 7D

Talmud Berachot 20b 2 97 NI>12 NOOD 722 TIDYN
Rav Avira taught, sometimes in the DX 2T ANWD 17 IR PIDT XY 21 WAT
name of Rabbi Ami and sometimes DXR7N MR JOX T ANWD 07 KR 0TI
in the name of Rabbi Assi: The 2Md ,071Y ¥ 1127 XN N2 WIT7n 197 nwn
angels said to G-d, ‘Master of the N{7' N71 019 RY' N7 QUK (* D12T) IMIma
Universe, it states in Your Torah “Do MO, N7 01D KU NN XTI, T
not show favour and do not take N'7 21:D07 DK PR 11D ‘D XY (1 12TN])

D'2T) NN DNY7 'MNANDY 27X1WY7 DD XWX
DN1,)N7X ‘N DR DDA YAl N7DX1 (N
AND TV DD TV DNNY [7V] D7 TN

bribes” (Deuteronomy 10). Yet You
show favouritism to Israel, as it
states “"May G-d show favour to you”
(Numbers 6). G-d replied, ‘How can I not show favour to Israel? I wrote in
My Torah “You shall eat and be satisfied and bless the L-rd your G-d”
(Deuteronomy 8), but they are stringent upon themselves to bless even
after a k'zayit or a k’beitza’.

Rabbinic Decrees

Talmud Avoda Zara 35a .17 91 2T ATIAY NOOD 722 TIRYN
What does the verse mean, “For XX 12 2P"D PTIT DAIL D (X DN YY) IXD
your love is dearer to me than :N"2{70 1197 7RI NDID MIDX NN 'DIT 20
wine.”? When Rav Dimi came he 79 N1 NP PTIT M2T 7Y ANy YUl
said, K'nesset Yisrael said to G-d, wN
Master of the Universe, the words of 1720 X7 X201 XNITA 1712 1D X7V DR
your beloved ones are more dear to WIN RIR KDTT ,XNY NT* 10N TV ROVO
me than the wine of the Torah. AN 711717 'NRI7"0 N71

Ulla said, ‘When they would make a decree in Israel, they would not
reveal the reason until twelve months later, lest there are some people
who don’t hold of it, and they may come to treat it lightly.
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Rashi Avoda Zara 35a X TIDY 2% 9T AT ATIAY NOOD MW
The words of your beloved .DM9ID MAT - PTIT NAT
ones - the words of the 2ANDIY NN 7YY - DD
sofrim (early Rabbis) 7Y 1M1 N7 - RDYO 1720 XY
Than wine - the main part N 777t01 D 7T K71 XKNYL RINN Y7 V7T - ROR RD'7T
of the written Torah IN{7 20T V"D N 772 XKN7DT XDYO 1720 X7T RNWN 72X
They did not reveal the NDYDL [PR72 R'7T RID AR X21IN YD NRT XN702 120

reason - as to why they

had made the decree

Lest there are - people who don’t agree with this reason, and they won't
leave it, but they will come to treat it lightly. Now that they have not
revealed the reasons, people don't delve into it, but rather assume that
the Rabbis made the decree in something that would otherwise lead to
desctruction, and it is us who don’t understand properly what the reasons
are.

Tosefot Rid Avoda Zara 35a N TIDY DY 9T 21T ATIAY NOOD T NISOIN
It was a new decree and therefore MU' N2 79790 PRI AN AWTN N (1)
we don’t ask any questions on it. In AN{72W 191 pNF 1 DX 17 A7 K7 A0 19D
the Yerushalmi it asks: Why did the TwinY7 Dwad TV ‘1D (U7 IR 7RYPY I NINOX
Rabbis not reveal the reasons? D107 PTIN7NY NYWA TY'D XN 2N DY
Rabbi Yochanan said, ‘Because they N72 D'WID WY1 17720 NN 2T DND7 WIdD
had only recently prohibited it, and n7RIRNP [ @7 INT %7 YIOD XTI MM T 7
Rabbi Yishmael was still young. NYN NIXT ND'W ND DN97 D'WN WX D'ODWNN
When your students are young you M1T] V'R Y77 NN 37 PR D 7 707 NI
should cover Divrei Torah from DY DTN 112 1197 K78 Min

them. When they get older you can reveal to them the secrets of the
Torah, and this is hinted at in the Torah when it states: “"These are the
laws that you should place before them”. What does it mean ‘place’? It
should not be revealed to everybody. You are not permitted to reveal
them before an ignoramus, but only before appropriate people.

Importance of Minhag

Proverbs 1; 8 X 19 7Un
Hear, my child, the discipline of your ARK NN YOR 781 72X 101D 112 YpY (N)

father, and do not abandon the
teaching of your mother.

Talmud Pesachim 50b 2 TINY 1 9T D'NOD NOOD *722 TINTN
The people of Baishan had a minhag VD1 ITX7 AIXD P7TX 10 7T 20 [wn
not to go from Tzur to Tzidon on 17 NDX NP 20T D7 1M1 INK .XN1Y
Erev Shabbat. Their children came N7 AR - .7 MWONR N7 AN ,IN7 TWOX NNIN
to Rabbi Yochanan. They said, ‘Our N' '7UD+ ORIV ,DiY'7Y DDNIX 7217 12D
parents were able to keep this PR NN WON 781 12X 10IN "1 YoY +/R/

minhag, but we are unable.” He

answered them, ‘Your parents have already accepted this minhag, as the
verse states “Hear, my child... do not abandon the teaching of your
mother.”.
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Rashi Pesachim 50b

From Tzur to Tzidon - the market
day in Tzidon was on Erev Shabbat,
and they were stringent upon
themselves so as not to detract from
preparing for Shabbat.

They were able - to take the day off
rich.

Emet L'Ya’akov on Shulchan
Aruch OC 551 s.v. Sham

This is what the Torah means when
it says “You shall teach them, and
guard them to keep them”. In other
words a person is obligated to learn
the Mitzvot and to know well which
are Torah prohibitions, which are
Rabbinic, which are fences and
which are customs. In other words
the ‘guarding to keep’ is only
possible through ‘teaching them’. It
is not sufficient for a person to
watch and copy every action and
movement that his father does,
even if his father is completely
righteous. In such a case a person
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HIUR 2

2 TINY 1 9T D’'NDD NJOD YN

DNl ,NAY 22 [ITY 7w 71wUn OF - ITX7 1IXD
Y 'DIXD 70207 R7W XY 7V DYnnn
N DYWYY L7IVUN D YINNT - IN7 QWOK NN

from the market because they were

QY 2”71 N)7N ‘'O N'IX Y"1I¥ 7V A7y'7 NDX
DNNYI DNIXN DNTR7I NN NPXRY AN 10Tl
NIXNN NX TIN77 DTN 70 2"nNY 1" T ,DNIVWYY7
20T QIOR INNE XNMIXT ORI 200 YT
MUY D" XN7V 20D IApE "0 DI
T X7 ,DNIX DNTRT71 T 7V 77 DNWOX DNIWYYT
X NYIYY Qyani ayan 7> nizn7 oIR7 17
DX VT IPX TRY DIWND 1INA 7TN 'AX DX [7'OKI
N2 DTNI ,XN7Y] 270D IR T NRND 12T WY
DAY N7I7NNI DIN NXIWD NN NIOR 7y 1y7
DIXY DNX NN ARNWDT AN MIOR XTI
19D 0"M2Y7 DNIX QYN X 200D DUy
DNY [PT2 12 AN 'S 7V 0Ny DNY 1110w
NTNILIMIAX 20IND NWIY XNl DNIAX 20IND DWIY
NX NIUN X7 7V 0D w17 nanxi 7y 1ay
7V17 NINTR XINT ITTANN X7 7V 2272 NN

.D"72aNn NV D7 N7I7TNN

will not know whether his father is doing the action because it is a

Halacha, or just a custom. Through t

his he will then come to transgress

Torah prohibitions, such as causeless hatred and machloket. For this
person sees others who are not doing exactly the same things as his

father did, he will consider that they
though they are also following the m

are transgressing the Halacha, even
inhagim of their fathers. Through this

a person will come to transgress ‘You shall love your fellow as yourself’

and ‘Do not hate your brother in you

r heart’ and ‘Do not make different

groups’ which is the prohibition of making machloket according to the

Rambam.

you can contact rabbi sedley via

e-mail: rabbisedley@hotmail.com

have a look at www.rabbisedley.blogspot.com for more shiurim.
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