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MUKTZE

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 124b

Why is handling [things] forbidden? Is it
not because of [a concern of] carrying
them [from one domain to another]?

Rambam Hilchot Shabbat 24; 12

The Sages forbade handling things
that are Muktze on Shabbat in the
way that they are normally handled
during the week. Why did they see
fit to introduce this prohibition?
They said, since the prophets
commanded us that the way we
walk on Shabbat should be different
than the way we walk during the
week, and the conversation on
Shabbat should be different than
the conversation during the week,
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as it says “[and you honour it by ...] not discussing the forbidden” (Isaiah

58; 13), how much more so

should the things we handle
on Shabbat be different than
the things we handle during
the week, so that it should
not seem like a weekday and
a person may come to move
things from one corner to
another, or from one room
to another, or to hide
precious stones, or similar
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things, since a person (on
Shabbat) is sitting at home and looking for something to be busy with,
and it will turn out that they haven't rested, and the Torah reason for
Shabbat will be removed, as it states “In order that you should rest”
(Deuteronomy 5).

Furthermore, when a person moves things that are normally used for
forbidden things, it is possible that they will come to use them a bit and
break Shabbat. Another reason is because some people don’t have a
profession but they do nothing all day long, for example the travellers or
the unemployed, who never work. If it were permitted to go and speak
and handle things on Shabbat like on all other days there would be no
recognisable resting. Therefore refraining from these things is a rest that
is equal for everybody. Because of these reasons the Sages forbade
handling Muktze things. They only permitted a person to handle things on
Shabbat that are needed for Shabbat, as will be explained.
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[Ra‘avad: There is another reason in the Talmud “Is it not because of [a
concern of] carrying them [from one domain to another]?"]

Categories and definitions:

Shulchan Aruch Orech Chaim 308; 1

All vessels may be moved on Shabbat
with the exception of things that are
muktze machmat chesaron kis (set aside
because of their value), for example a
shechita or bris mila knife, or razor of
hairdressers, or the knife that scribes
use to sharpen their quills. Since all of
these things a person is particular not to
use for any other purpose, it is forbidden to move them on Shabbat, even
if you need them or the place they are occupying.[Rama: Similarly things
that are set aside for sale and the vendor is particular [that they shouldn’t
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get dirty].

Beit Yosef 308

The basic categories of things that may
not be moved on Shabbat are six. 1. A
utensil that is set aside because of
chisaron kis (value), i.e. something that
a person is particular about that it
should not get damaged, for example a
shechita or mila knife, or a razor of
hairdressers. 2. Kli Shemelachto I'Issur
(a utensil that is used primarily for
activities that are forbidden on Shabbat).
3. Anything that is not a utensil at all
and not human food or animal food, e.q.
stones or money or reeds or wood or
beams or dirt, or sand or a corpse, or
animals, or figs or raisins that are being
dried, or anything like this, which is not
fit for any person. This is called muktze
machmat gufo (set aside because of
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itself). 4. Any utensil that is used for permissible things, but something
that is muktze machmat gufo is placed on top of it, e.g. a wine barrel with
a rock placed on top, or a pillow with money on it. Even if these things
were removed after Shabbat began, since they were there at the
beginning of Shabbat, since it has been set aside for the beginning of
Shabbat (bein hashmashot) it is set aside for all of Shabbat. 5. Something
that was attached to the ground, or wasn'’t yet trapped when Shabbat
began. 6. Muktze machmat mitzvah (set aside for a mitzvah) e.g. wood

for a Succah and its decorations.
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Talmud Bavli Shabbat 124a

Mishna: All utensils may be moved
whether for a purpose or for no
purpose. Rabbi Nechemiah says they
may only be moved for a purpose.
Gemara: What is considered for a
purpose, and what is considered not for
a purpose? Rabba says: For a purpose
means something that is melachto
I’heter (primary use is for activities that
are permitted on Shabbat), for its own
use. For no purpose means something
that is melachto I’heter for the space it
is in. And something that is melachto
I'issur (primary use is for activities that
are forbidden on Shabbat) may be
handled only when required for itself,
but not when one needs the place it is
occupying. Rabbi Nechemiah then
comes to say that even an article which
is kli shemelachto I'heter may be
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handled only when required itself but not when the space is required.
Rava said to him: If its place is required do you call it ‘no purpose’?
Rather Rava said: For a purpose means a kli shemelachto I’heter may be
handled whether required itself or its place is required. For no purpose
means even from the sun to the shade. Whereas kl/i shemelachto l'issur
may be moved only when required itself or its place is required, but not

from the sun to the shade. Rabbi Nechemiah comes to say that even a ki
shemelachto I’"heter may be moved only when required itself, or its space
is required, but not from the sun to the shade.

Abaye asked Rabba: according to you, how may we clear [dirty] plates?
He answered, Rav Safra has already answered, it is considered the same
as a graf shel re’i (potty with excrement).
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