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Writing and Erasing pt I1

Shulchan Aruch OC 340:; 4

One should be careful not to write using one’s T9'V0 P'Y IR V1Y
finger with liquids on the table, or with dirt. 7Y 7UN] IYIXK] 2ND7 K79 W17 W
But it is permitted to write the shapes of VIND DIWA7 ANID 72X 29K I [N7UN
letters in the air. JUNIN 0D

Shulchan Aruch OC 340; 3

One who erases ink from parchment, or wax 2 YD P"W N'IN V1Y
from a nOtebOOk, if there is space to write ,O[7190 7Vw NIyw IX 97770 7w 11T 700N
two letters they are chayav. [Rama: It is AN, NPAIX ‘2 ANDY T D71 W' DX
forbidden to break a cake which has letters [0 7 ANDW MY 127 TIOR AN
written on it, even though the intention is NAT ,A7ORY 77 PIOD IIRY D7YR TITIR
only to eat it, since this is considered 7nID
erasing.]

Mishna Brura 340; 12

Two letters - less than this is also a Torah
prohibition, but there is no obligation to
bring a sacrifice.

2’ 770 PV "NNA MYD
X7X 110X W' 3”2 [0 NIND 7VI-NIMIX 2
#772031 INLN 2N Y7 P"IT

Mishna Brura 340; 15

Written on it - This is only when the 10 770 P'W 1IN2 MUD
letters written on the cake are made NIMIX NAIYA 7V [ANDYD Xi7T-7Y AN
from something else, but if the writing ADXY MIVAD X' NANOAYD 728 IR 12T0
is made of the cake itself, through the X7'0DI 07V MIMD DY 'RT MY DT IX DI9TL
mould in which it is made or shaped by WaT2 NIMIXN 2ND DX D170 T2 Y K7
hand, it is permitted, since this is not 2¥PNA7 'R 272 IO 'D XY IX D'D] 271VDN

called writing, and therefore erasing
does not apply. Similarly if the letters are written in honey and water, or other
fruit juices there is no need to be stringent.

Mishna Brura 340; 17 I 770 DY N2 MY

This is c_or_15|dered_ €rasing - EV?” [N 27T XIID'R ANDY7 DY 1PRT GRI-7NID T
though it is not with the intention to X IOKI KIN 17D [7INNYT DD [IRY GXI KR

write it is still forbidden Rabbinically.
Even though the intention is not to
erase, nevertheless it is p’sik reisha
and forbidden even with a Rabbinic
prohibition. However the Dagul
Mervava is inclined to be lenient with
this Halacha, and one can rely on his
opinion when it doesn’t involve
breaking the letters by hand, but only
in one’s mouth in the normal way of
eating.

A book which has writing on the edges
of the pages, some forbid opening it
and closing it on Shabbat, since through the opening and closing the letters are
broken, which is like erasing, and remade, which is like writing. However the

7127 19021 VI 170 I"Y '02 NDINTDI 27T
N"YYI IXN DTN TN 7'V1 77707 TIXDY N110D
77 1T NPNIRN DI702 NI ['RWD 17V IN0DY7 Wi

I'OT FTIN 'UXIA 17V MDY 1901 .07OKX 1T I'9]
YT NAYWA 17V171 INND7 I0IX &' NN IR NIMIR
1N 17VRWD D1 7NIND 1N NFMIRD 12IY ANMMSN
YT DI N1 77707 N2IWN2 X7NIN NYT 72X 2NIDD
THN NIND7I 7117 MWYT DT DNYLI DANNX N3N
72010 N'7TD Nl N2'NDI N7ND DIYD N XD'7
ANINN D1 NPNOI 2 DIYD [ PRT TN NNOAI
INX 190 17 WD pNnYT (121 NN
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opinion of the Rama is to be lenient in this, and so too the opinion of many of
the acharonim. Their reasoning is that since the book is made to be opened and
closed continually it is not erasing and writing, but is rather like opening and
closing a door, where there is no prohibition of building or destroying. This is the
custom. Nevertheless, it is correct to be stringent when there is another copy of

the book.

Mishna Brura 340; 19

With drinks - meaning to dip one’s
finger into a liquid and write with it on
the table or paper or anything similar.
The acharonim write that even writing
with liquids on something that is not for
writing, such as vegetable leaves and
the like, is still forbidden Rabbinically.

Mishna Brura 340; 20

Or with dirt - meaning to scratch letters
with one’s fingers in the dirt or sand. It is
also forbidden to write letters on a
window which has steamed up. If one
wrote letters with something that
becomes solid, such as blood or fat which
congeals, it seems from Tosefot that they
are chayav.

Mishna Brura 340; 22

In the air - or even writing the shapes
of letters with one’s finger on a page is
permitted, since it leaves no mark at
all, and is therefore not similar to
liquids or dirt.

Shmirat Shabbat K'Hilchata 28; 3

A page which has torn between the
letters, or even through the letters, if
there is no other copy of this book the
custom is to be lenient and to place the
pieces next to each other in order to
read the words. But it is forbidden to
attach the parts of the torn page
together with tape.

Orchot Shabbat 15; 14

Children’s games made of many pieces
which make a picture when placed
together (jigsaw puzzle) have the same
Halacha as a torn page. Some
contemporary poskim state that if the
pieces hold each other in place it is

0’ 770 P"Y N1N2 MWD

ANDI N7YUN ATRA IVAXN 720w 771-1D1 w02
2ANDI NT2 RXIDI 97771 W 7V 7l IN7wn 7Y
XY 12T 7V 7UNN2 2ND DX 179X T DAINNKRN
[T A7OXR 2”11 N7 A7V 7Y 12D DY7ND
MION

D {770 P"Y 1N YD

IOX] NIMIX 'R IYAXK] DIYWY 1"N-19N] IR
7V NIMIX P2 DIWA7 1IOX D1 '7IN2 27Nl 21
DNI 70 [N 0'NY7 DY 170 'R TIDT I700
27N1 DTA 12D W70 DT NINIX 'PD DY
2ANT XNODIN YNWUN Y71

2D 770 P”Y NN MYND

TIX YD 2122 9T 7V IYANN] P70 DX N"N-1INA
NT X71'7'70 101 IDIWA PRT D MW D72 NIMIX
ONI 7UN7

2”0 N”3 719 AND7nd NIW NY'HY

779X IX ,NIMIXN DI7N2 X7W YIj73¥ 190 7¢ 91
02011 ,NTD INX 190 17 'R DX ,NIFMIXN D702
NIN7W 1T 0T TN2 AT DY770N DX 71 77707
M2 N7X 9T 77N 12N7 110X 72X ,21IMDn NX
72T

T7 NIR 170 719 NAY NINIX

N7 D272 WX D21 DY770D TWYN D77 7NUN
VN7 9717 aniT At 02 ,(77Y72 '719) XY Nn N7
NT D'TNXRD D'{77NN DRY NINY 12207 {70190 Wi
07200 N2 DM DN DX 1,7 PR N1

forbidden, and similarly if they are placed in a frame.
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It is permitted to play games with letters
or pictures where letters; or parts of
letters; and pictures are placed next to
each other and combine to make a whole
word or picture, provided the word is not
fixed into a frame and also that the
pieces do not stick to each other.

2720 1709 AN27nd NIV NV'HY

DNAY , DN NIMIX 7NN [7RW'7 NI

N7 17 AT NN NIFNIX 77N IX NPNRIE D'NAD
NIDI,NANN7 IN ANT7W 0707 DNIX D'OIXDNI
,INA0N] NANNA NX IX 170N NX YIj7* X7Y
N7 D7TANNI DN2NND DIYWA D77N0 PR DAl
i

Shmirat Shabbat K'Hilchata 16; 25

It is forbidden to take photos on Shabbat,
and certainly forbidden to develop film or to
print pictures.

Shmirat Shabbat K'Hilchata 16; 27

1”20 1709 ANdY7nd NAY NV'PY
07'© NN97 JIDXRY XTI ,NAN7XN] D7X7 |'X
.NINN DD O'OTN7 IN

It is forbidden to write letters or draw
pictures on a mirror covered with
steam, or to draw them on an orange
peel or anything similar. It is also
forbidden to write in sand or dust or
anything similar, or with crumbs on the

1720 17709 AN27n> NV NI'HPY
NYUNY 7y 0NrXY 1'X7 IX NIFIX 21ND'7 110X

/IT21 719NN NOY77 7V DLOLIYYT IX DR NDIDNY

7YY DNINo1 IX ‘ITDI [72X21 71N 2D X7 DI
'ND VMR YAXN] DIWA7 NN X N71IUN
JIMIN

table. But it is permitted to write the
shape of letters with one’s finger in the air.

Shmirat Shabbat K'Hilchata 9

footnote 48

Regarding tearing between two letters of
a single word, it would seem that one
could bring a proof to forbid it from the
case of someone who tears between the
letters of G-d’s name, and is chayav.
However, I heard from R’ Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach shlit”a that there is no problem,
that it is only regarding erasing G-d’s
name that we find this kind of prohibition,

since it is the combination of letters

N”P NIyn 0’9 ANdOYnNd NAY NV'PY

JNR A70 79 NIMIR MY 2 nYnIi7n ava

2 ININT XNN JIOX7 'R X7 W' NIRD'YT
MypY 071X .2"N 27N22T ‘MK DYUN 7W NIMIR
N7ITT ,WIN7 PXRT X"0'7¢ QWIR T'UIN0D
QXY D 27ND2 XX ‘T DWUN Ni7'ND Y7
2 T DXI T IDY7 D2 RID NIFMIRD

T2 D"RUN NN DX 701 XIn N0 Df72TN
NIX 72 D NPNIXN 2 TIDNY NN WINYT 'R
11912 NNy

which makes G-d’s name, and if one separates them they have destroyed this
combination. But regarding Shabbat laws there is no problem in separating the

letters, since each letter remains intact.

Piskei Teshuva 340; 5

Toilet paper which has words or
pictures on it is forbidden to use to wipe
oneself because of the prohibition of
erasing. There are some who permit

‘N NIX DY [P'O NIAIYN 70D

12 N{77 IOX DX IX NIMIX 17V DANIDY

7NN IPRY ' ,NI72 DYYNINAD WL 7NI0 DIYD
2md7 nn 7y

wiping, since this is not erasing in order
to write.
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Orchot Shabbat 15; 11
Regarding a book which has letters or

pictures on the edges of the pages, X" NIX 1”0 7719 NIY NINTIX
the poskim disagree about whether D'OTN 'TIN 7Y DX IX NIPNIR 12 NRINDY 190
one may open or close it on Shabbat. IMI07 IX INNIS7 ININ DX Q{70190 71T 177N
Some poskim wrote that the custom is [21 ,n12 7707 20INDNYW 047019 AN 1ANDI ,NAvA
to be lenient, and the Mishna Brura 790 17 W' DXT 2"IWUNN AN DINK ,2"IYNN AND
agrees with this. However the Mishna [IT2 YNNYT IXTT 2ND X7ITNNE.PNNY7 IR IR
Brura writes that if there is another 7Y TININ 775 AN K7W IR D NIYTA 7971 0T
book available it is correct to be DY DY O'OTN 'TY 7Y DX DIDX .0'9TH TN
stringent. The Chazon Ish wrote that AID'R DT PR NIYDYD Mon

it is appropriate to be stringent in
such a case. According to everyone it is better not to write at all on the edge of
the pages. However, if there are shapes on the edge of the paper which have no
meaning there is no prohibition.

Piskei Teshuva 340; 8 M DIR 0"Y ['0 NN 70
Many poskim have permitted using a ZIvan] win'win 'nn'7 07019 N2N 1AND
combination lock that opens and closes by IN DI90D 7 [I21 T Y 1202 NNOIN
lining up the correct letters or numbers. 2AINJY 190 NN DDNNT ORI NIMIR
Even those who are strict regarding a book NXINAD7 AT TP NPNIX POT TN WX F7Y

with writing on the edges will agree that
this case is permitted.

Piskei Teshuva 340; 9

Regarding shoes which have words or
pictures etched or embossed on the soles,
and when walking on sand, mud or snow A7W IR OO 71N 7Y DI7NA,NNIY NNIY
they leave the image of the letters or WIUN7 X DN'7Y NNIXN IR NITIRD 07N
pictures, there is no prohibition in walking 1277 AN N7R AT 'R DY 0N 77270
with them on Shabbat, since it is a double Il N7 DM7ND 'RY 11T 7V 12D
Rabbinic prohibition - writing on something | ‘2217 N2 AMNIDY 27 XN X7T XYM 7'09
that is not permanent, and in an unusual

way. Therefore it is p’sik reisha that the person does not want, which is
permitted in a double Rabbinic prohibition.

‘0 NIX N"Y |P'O NIIYN '70D
IN NIMIX DYNNND 07 IR {7I[7NY DY7V)

Piskei Teshuvot 340; 13

Someone who writes a single letter
using carbon paper so that they actually
write two letters is chayav a chatat
(sacrifice), since the chiyuv of writing is
not for the activity of writing but for the actual accomplishment of writing.

27 NIX D"V |P'O NIAIYN '70D

2 12ND1 DXYAY 'OIj7 1" DY NNX NIX 2NDN
7V 2rnn 'R 2NID JID'RAY  NRLN 2N = NIMIX
.N2'TDN NOXN7D DXY 7V X7X N2'NDN NWYN

Orchot Shabbat 15; 16 170 NIX 170 719 NIW NINIIX
A children’s toy in which plastic ‘nails’ 7’00790 DINON 'ND D'V QY D'T7 7NYN
are stuck into a board with holes to DAY IX NINIX DD DXPE NG Ni7 122 7y
create letters or pictures is forbidden to 2NID NO'N DIYN NAYA [ NIWYY7 IOX

be used on Shabbat because of writing.
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Orchot Shabbat 15; 17 1”7 IR 170 719 NAY NINIIX
A children’s toy in which letters are D'XVIY 7700790 NIMIX W' QY D77 i7nUN
placed on a board with holes, and AN11 007 [NIX 'OIXNI NIND N7 7Y NIX
combined to form words, it seems that YA 1 WHNYRY AT

this is permitted to be used on Shabbat.

Orchot Shabbat 15; 18

One may not tear food packaging if N NIX 1”0 719 NIY NINIIX
through tearing the words or pictures NYM70 NY2 DX 721X TN [NY NI7Y VIN77 PR
are ripped. DX IX NNIX NIYI7

Orchot Shabbat 15; 23

It is permitted to cut cake into pieces
which have a simple shape such as a
square or triangle, but it is forbidden to
cut cake into complex shapes, such as
flowers or animals or anything similar.

272 NIX 170 719 NAY NINIIX

[I2D NOIYO INIIXYW NIDNNT Ny JINN7 nimn
DX JINN7 JIDX 72X ,[1YD IX U7IWUD IX Y2
IN 01D NINA [12D NP N2 NN NN
27NID1 0N 7ya

Orchot Shabbat 15; 44 17D NIX 170 7719 NAY NINTIX
One who peels eggs which have letters or AN IX TNIX 122 7Y W AN 97170
pictures on the shell must be careful to do so in N7W [DIN2 TINT NIWY7 TR N
a way which does not break the letter or the APNAl NIRA MW
picture.

Orchot Shabbat 15; foothote 55

We must examine the case of 172 NIYN 109 NAY NINIX
someone entering a place where their "y IMINN NLVZ71 AW Di7RY DI DX Y7
image appears on a screen through a 17 W 0D 2"y NN7INE ANYXD
security camera. ArNI 2N 'A'WN 0N A"y NINZINN NNIXA DR
Whether electron beams on a screen VYN WIIND NYDY .NAWa aND NOR7D 1YY

are considered writing or drawing with
regard to the prohibition on Shabbat:
We heard from Rav Elyashiv and Rav
Karelitz that they consider it writing,
but only Rabbinically. It is also
brought similarly in the name of Rav
Auerbach. But in the book Batzel
Hachachma Rav Stern is lenient about this and doesn’t consider images on a
screen to be writing at all, but rather is similar to a person looking in a mirror.
Rav Sternbuch is also lenient in this matter.

AND INT DNYTY X7O'7¢ Y717 170N X707
77UTIN DY XA 21 2217 {71 NT DNYT DINX
DLW 7X7N2 1 IXaN NNDNN 77X 19011 .2TWN
PN 1R 0NN "YW NINNAT 7707 N1 7770 77Nt
oI ,ARON2 NOFZWNN DTRN NANN 'In X7X 77D

N70'7¢ I20W NN N1 770

For Rabbi Sedley’s divrei Torah go to www.rabbisedley.com
75



