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Writing and Erasing - Znini anNid

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 73a
One who writes two letters or erases in order
to write two letters...

AY 9T MY ‘N
mn 7y 7ninni NMIR ‘MY 2NN
JWNIN MY QMDY

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 103a
Mishna: Or_1e th Wr_-ltes two letters, [ I7RDYA 12 102 2 NIFNIX MY 2NIDA 1IN0
Whether Wlth thelr rlght hand or 721 NINO MYn ' NINDY 'MYN |2 TAX DYUD
their left hand, whether [two letters] 7R TWAIX MY (290 &7 101 27 DK 29N 17
from one word or from two words, MR YT'7 PYUDN WA 7V [ANID DU DWN DIYD
or two symbols, in any language, is o p
chayav. Rabbi Yossi says that the
chiyuv of two letters is not because of writing but because of drawing,
because in the desert [when assembling the Mishkan] they would write on
each beam to know with which one it connected.

A7 9T NIV '

Rashi ibid A7 MY YN
Because of drawing: They would put a [PYWDN 'WA72 DWIY FAY D0 .0WIN DIYD
mark on the beams of the Mishkan so 270 1970 X7 ININ7WI71 INIX [{7190Y 1190
that when they took it apart and AND X7 "ONT N7 'OF A KNI DU
reassembled it they would know the "N [N'D7 XN7Y] NIN'WA MW DU K7X

correct assembly order. Rabbi Yossi
comes to say that even if a person didn’t write a letter, but merely made
two marks, they are chayav.

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 103a .
I understand why one is chayav for N7X 722 N2'MD TT DIYD 2UNY7 PR RN7W2
writing with the right hand, since A0 "R 122 AAMD 11T PR XN IRDR IRDUR
this is the normal way of writing, but V72T D T IRDY NI YW T 0N
Why is one ChayaV for ertlng with N DX K7 2"NY7 K7 PR 207 IRDUNI
the left hand, since it is not the DX A7V NT NN2 A7) 21 FT NeA 071V
normal way of writing? Rabbi X7N TININ 'MW 127N X7 IDXT XN 'O 10 XD
Yeremiya says this refers to a left M INY XYM NN 0P 1 KDOTD Xl DWIN DIWD
handed person. [The gemara :N' 'OP 121 71D 'OP

questions this] if so, his left hand
should be like everyone else’s right hand, and he should be patur for his
right. Rather, Abaye answers: this refers to an ambidextrous person. Rav
Ya'akov, the son of Ya’akov’s daughter, says: this is the opinion of Rabbi
Yossi, who says that the chiyuv is for drawing. [The gemara questions]
since the next part of the Mishna is the opinion of Rabbi Yossi, it implies
that the first part is not Rabbi Yossi. [The gemara answers] it is all Rabbi
Yossi’s opinion.
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Talmud Bavli Shabbat 104b P 91 7w ‘m
Mishna: Someone who writes two T2 2ND 2N TNX D7VN2 NFNIX 'NY 2NDA "INN
letters in one he’elem XINW 12T 7221 DINj73{721 DINI7A X701 DDA
(forgetfulness). If someone wrote 201 [N D7D N7 W 7v1 NT Y7NID W 7Y DU
with ink, chemicals, sikra (red M1 7y DIOKN A*N YA YV ANIDN 2A"N AT DY T
paint), kumos (ink prepared with [{7UN1 2N PI0ID D'HONI NXDN 2NN YR
gum), kankantum (an ingredient of 727 721 DIDIDN 7aR2 D'OTT 7ANA NIYD P2
gum), or with anything that leaves [79021 'O 17272 1T INKY7 LD DW7NN [PRY
a mark; on the corner of two walls [IDN2 2ND 22 7Y ANdI AN>Y N0 NNX NIX 2ND
or on two pages of a book, NI72 NNXI YINQ DNX 29T "2 QN1 NN MDY
provided that the two letters are NT 202 PRI D729 'ST AW 7 nan 7nid a7y and
read together, they are chayav. [2 YUY 1 [Ii7701 NNX NIX 2ND 110D N7 DY
Someone who writes on their skin 71015 DONI AND XYM

is chayav. Someone who scratches on their skin: Rabbi Eliezer says
chayav a chatat, and the Chachamim say patur. Someone who writes with
liquid, fruit juice, dirt, dust, or with anything that is not permanent, is
patur. One who writes with the back of their hand, with their foot, mouth
or elbow; or one who writes a single letter near an existing letter; or one
who writes on top of existing writing; or one who intended to write a
letter ‘chet’ and wrote two ‘zayin’s instead; or one who wrote one letter
on the ground and one on the ceiling, or on two walls of the house, or on
two pages of a book that are not read together, is patur.

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 104b

It was taught in a Baraita: one who a7 97 DAY 'm
writes a single big letter in the space AND7 ANI7N W' 71T NNX NIR 2ND! "N
of two letters is patur_ One who QN7 nNI7N1 W N7 NIX 7NN 10O D'NY
erases a single big letter in the space 0N ATOM 12 DNID 127 DK 2N DMWY
of two letters is chayav. Rabbi ANPAD 7NN

Menachem ben R’ Yossi says: this is a stringency of erasing over writing.

2”2 |07 9'VO P"Y 11N NYD

2NID T M7'Y D70I9N1 XINAN [N 1D X1
Q10O XINW 12T NXRLN 2PN 12 Y'Y 12T 7NINI
OWINN 1272 2AND'Y TY 2N 2NIDN 'R (X .IONI
72T NINW 0N XXID 721 ANWIL T 12D TIVI
D'7NNY 12T 7V 2ND'W TY 2"N 1R |21 DY7N0N0
DN RNIDI YV W 9771 iy 7Y 12D 17y anon

Mishna Brura 340; 22

I will now explain from the gemara

and poskim the main laws of writing

and erasing, explaining what is
chayav a chatat and what is patur
but assur.

1) One is not chayav for writing
unless they write with something
permanent, such as ink or black (coal) or anything like that. One is
also not chayav until they write on something that can be written on,
like leather, parchment, paper, wood or anything similar. Someone
who writes with something that doesn’t leave a permanent mark, for
example water or fruit juice, or if they write with ink on vegetable
leaves or anything that is not permanent they are patur. Similarly, one
is not chayav for erasing unless they erase writing from something
permanent. All of this is regarding the chiyuv chatat, but it is
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Rabbinically forbidden, even to
write on and with something that is
not permanent. And similarly with
erasing.

2) One who writes on their skin is
chayav since it is [like] leather,
even though the body heat
removes the writing after time.
This is like writing that is erased.
But one who scratches letters into
their skin is patur, since this is not
the normal way of writing.
Someone who tears leather into
the shape of a letter is patur.

3) One who writes over existing
writing is patur, since they haven't
really accomplished anything. This
only refers to black ink over black
ink, or red ink over red ink, but
one who writes with black ink over
red is chayav twice, once for
writing and once for erasing [the
letters underneath]. One who
writes with red ink over black is
patur since it ruins it.

4) One is not chayav for writing
unless they write two letters, but a
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Ii7UN2 120 TR INIWA XY 12T2 2NDN 72X
NI7Y "7V '7V 12 RXIDI T 2NDY IX NIYO 'l
2UN 7NN PR 21 .10D TRIY 1IPRY 12T 70 '7u1
7721 TRIYN 12T 2”YN TRIYN 2AND 7INR'Y Ty
aND 170X ¥’ 1277 10X '7aX NXRLN 2PN Y7
V7 |21 TNIY 1IRW 12T 7V TRV 1IPRY 12T
NINW 190 2N IFT2 NWA 7V 2NDn A .07'N0
ANX7 2NN NNAYN MY NIN'DNY D”YR 1Y
7y DWNN 72X 7NNIY 2ND7 ANIT 770 0T
.22 N2'MD T PRY 110D AND NMIX NW2
2NID DIYN 2"N 2ND NN a7V Vi7n
2NN (2 .10 2AND NAND YN 7Y DWnn
7y DIN7I77 vaynw n'AT 2ND a2 7y and

NNX X7 XNT 10D DYTNI 11D D2IMDN NIMIN
12 7V RO7'0 IX PT 2"V IFT W 07NN

2N X{7'0 122 7Y I'T 1ayn DX 72X X170
7N 2ND XN 'WOYYW INID DIYD NNX O'NY
7NINY 7NN DIWD NNXI NIYXRI2N NIk
1ayn ORI NRINNNN NIFNIX ‘2 DR 1IN0
2NN PR (T .XIN 777707 110D IFT 2"y R7'0
AND DX 72X NIMIX 'MY 2AND'W TY NXRLN 2N
Q10D D'NYWD N7 NN 1798 NNX NIN

TINQ 170X RD'R XNIRT JO'R N”NI NRLND
NINXRY NNX NIXI . [P'ON WM 77201 NNXR
2IND 'Y 2ND'7 N2IND AN 179X NIN I0OT
728 NNX NIX X7X 2ND X7 NWAT I OTI70
NNXT 2"N 190N NX D'7WUN NIXN N1 DX
.N2ID 'UYn

single letter, even one which is as big as two letters, is patur.
Nevertheless it is forbidden from the Torah to do so (because of chatzi
shiur). Even writing a single letter next to existing text is patur, since
they only wrote one letter on Shabbat. But if this single letter
completes the book they are chayav, since through their action they
have accomplished something meaningful. Someone who writes a
single letter which represents an entire word is patur. For example,
one who write 'n which is read as nwyn or read as the number 40 is
patur. Someone who checks letters and makes one letter into two, for
example by splitting the top of a m and makes two *s, which is what

they intended, is chayav. If someone intended to write a m but by
mistake wrote two s, or they intended to write a 22 and accidentally
wrote 2 because the quill jumped, and anything similar, is patur, since

they only intended to write a single letter.
5) The two letters we refer to as chayav is even when they don’t make a
word, for example 3X. Even the same letter twice is chayav, for

example == mm A3 3137, or anything similar. Even if the intention was to
write a longer word, for example 3375 or sm&X, and the person only
wrote two letters, nevertheless they are chayav. The Torah prohibition
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of writing applies to writing in any
script and in any language.

6) The chiyuv of two letters that we
are referring to applies even if they
are written on two pages, provided
they can be read together, for
example when they are written at
the edge so they can be read
together. Even if they were written
on two corner walls, since they are
next to each other and can be read
together. But if one letter was
written on one wall and the second
letter on the opposite wall, or on
two pages of a book that can’t be
read together, the person is patur.

7) Someone who writes with their left
hand or the back of their hand,
with their foot, mouth or elbow is
patur, since this is not the normal
way of writing. Nevertheless it is
forbidden, even to write with one’s
foot. A left handed person who
writes with their right hand, which
is considered their left, is patur. If
they wrote with their left they are
chayav. Someone who is
ambidextrous is chayav for writing
with either their left or right hand.

DMI7W D”YX N'D7 N7V Ti7al NNX NIX 2NIDN
2ANDY 12D TYD 110D AN7YW NN TV NIND
NANDY IX YYD NNIX 17 ‘7001 ' NIR
79X D'WIIX 2NDY IND X' Y D DIj7n2a
7D DY NNIX NWYI NNX NIR 220N 109
NT7 X XRINE 7T YW AWV NN 22 77NY
2NDI NN 2MDY7 [IDNN .NT2 XN 7D 12N
Y 1D 1T N7V N ANDY7 PIDNNY IR [T 1Y
NXID 721 'IX1D NIRN (WN1 X71 DIN7I70 27 TW
JINX NIX7 X7X PIDNI X7 0w 10D 770 N1
N7 DX 179X XIN 2rPN7 DODXY NINIX 'Y (D
T2 XNIDI 7707 977X 12D TV NN N

22 NN 120 TNX DUN NIIY [ANY 'N DX [7'OKI
INYT ' OX 17°OK1 .2"N 2”2 ARITI1 1T NN

77 2NDI N2 IX NN 12D N 2nd'Y7 27NNn
TDX7NT D2 .2"N D”OYX [N 17X NIMIX 'NY

(I U7 '7221 AND 702 XIVIRTHD XIN N2'ND
|AND DX 170X XN AIMN7 DNPXY NIMIX MY
[ANDW AT AT DY N7 AN [Nl D729 'OT w2
|AND DX I7'OX1 NNXRD [NN77 ‘701 ['Mdw2
TAD IT 'Y 7'RIN 2N D920 NIT '7NID w2
NNX NIX 2ND DX 72X .ONXD [NN77 700 11
71D 2 '7V ANDW IX M7 NNX NINE YIX]
D719 'OT W 7V IX OTD AT {7IN I'N1 NN
2NN (T 10D AT DY DT N PRY [DIX]

Q10D [[79IN]1 I'D] 17272 1T INXRT IX 7RDYA
19X L' XX N”NI )02 N2'ND T 'RY 190
7RDYD 17 X'NY 12’ ANDYW 10X 2701 17202
07IUNI 2N I7RNWI 2ND DXI IS DX 7D
2N I7R0DYA 2 102 2 2ANdI N1 T nea

8) Someone who draws shapes or pictures on a wall like artists do has
done a toleda of writing and is chayav. Similarly one who erases [part
of] a picture in order to fix it has done a toleda of erasing and is
chayav. It is forbidden to attach silver letters to a cloth or similar

things, since this is like writing. It is a
since this is like erasing.
Now I will explain a little bit about erasin
who erases in order to write two letters i
chayav. even if they erased a single big |

Iso forbidden to remove them,

g and marking lines. Someone
n the place they erased is
etter which has room for two

small letters is chayav. Someone who erases in order to fix, even if they

don’t want to write over the place they e

rased, for example if there are

extra letters in a Torah, that is also chayav. The Chayei Adam writes that
any melacha apart from writing is chayav whether done with the right

hand or left hand, but if it was done with
but assur.

one’s foot or elbow it is patur

Someone who marks paper or parchment or anything like this in order to
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write two letters using those lines is [M2 XXIDI MWW 7NID2 NNINI DY DWNA (N
chayav. Similarly marking the place 2"NI AND NT7N 770 NYWN DWXNY 17D
where someone wants to cut to 70 [7N7 T2 DIWIN NX 7NINA 21 .2N1D DIYUN
guide the cutter is also included in 90> 7Y NINIX 712N7 10X .2"NI{7NID NT7IN
the prohibition of marking. Whether 2DNY TIOX D1 ANID YD NINT 12 XXIDI NDN9Y
one marks with colour or without is '1IUD NY{7 I ANYE7NID YD RINT 00D
still chayav. DIj7N2 2IM>Y7 N”Y AND 7NINA LIV N7'NN
I have explained this at length in N' DR NNX TIR 17'OK1 27N NIMIN MY [7N00N

7NINNI Q"N DY 2IND'7 1D Ani7na w1 a7Im
NIMIX 'Y [12D 2ND7 N”Y X'7W "OKX [[7N7 N"Y
75T X”N0 2ND .2"N "2 [[7NN1 NMIN2 NNy
178DWA P2 1012 P2 2N 2NIDN YIN NIDXR'7NN
LIOXI NI0DT DY YWD 179701 '91 172711 X
MY N7 "2 12 XXIDI 9771 1" DLIYDN
qINN7 AXNWD 21 27N VIV INIX NNN NIMIR

order to explain what activities are
prohibited from the Torah and which
are Rabbinic. This is important to
know for asking a non-Jew when
needed for a Mitzvah, because in
307 we explained that it is forbidden

to ask a non-Jew to perform a Torah PID'W 113 N7AN IDLIYNI DMAT XY I WY
prohibition for a Jew even for the DLIYDN TNXI .LLIYD 7721 NIN AT DA DINN
sake of a Mitzvah. D 7731 'MDIXN NN Q"N 770 YANX K71 IN YyaXa

IONI ILDYW IX XMIIRT NN 12T AR 127
"¢ 1021 7777 DIXD D72 X Y N"l ATN
D70 "OX VR Y YND PR XNIRT ONRT
:NIXD
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