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Tying and Untying - vnni wip

Ta_Imud Bavli _Shabbat 74b R ———
Tylng and untying: W_here_ do we DK 'RIN XD PYUNA DWW YNNI WITN
find that Fhey used ty_lng in the XINN (DWI7) D70 NITNA PIWI7 PY X2
construction of the mishkan? Rava AR PY MR DK KIX KID YRAZ TID Yy W7
said that they would tie the pegs of X211 YN NNIX DNYI7 XDA |n'7 Nj7091W NIy
the tents together. [The gemara INT XD D1 00T XIR KD VN0 W7 XN
challenges this that] those knots TN MY TN TN MLVA7 'OIN N Y7 'NInD
were made to be untied! Rather, [2 PwIY PX DT WA 770 197 XNWA TN 0771
Abaye said that the weavers of the NDTYRI N1 IR XIX WY N"270 07PN 197
curtains would tie together threads YN0 Y7 IT70 TX DY R7'Y 10

that snapped. Rava said to him: You
have answered for tying, but where do you find untying? And if you want
to say that sometimes they would find two knots together and would
untie one of them and leave the other - but [if someone was making a
beautiful woven item for] a king of flesh and blood one would not do such
a thing - how much more so before G-d, the King of Kings. Rather Rava,
or some say Rabbi Illai, said that the trappers of the chilazon snail would
tie and untie [their nets].

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 111b ;N7 N2V 721 TID7N
Mishna: These are the knots that 717020 W7 [Y7Y 12"NY DNY7 17R1 1IN0
one is chayav for: the knot of 7V 27N XiN 2 Y7 7V 2N RINW DWDI 2900

NNX] N'MNY7 712! XINW W7 '72 NI D" N0
27V parn Px rTn

7020 W7D [AY7Y TN PRY W7 17 @ N0
0INI D717 NNSHD NWX NYI7 2900 W{7DI

camel-drivers and the knot of
sailors. And just as one is chayav for
tying these, so too one is chayav for
untying them. Rabb'_Melr _Sald: any [* NITAI 7701 710 NIYIXII X709 71 ND10
knot t_hat can be untied with one 1OY W7 ADIX AN WA T AT DY
hand is not chayav. :NXT N7V 72w2 MmN
Mishna: There are some knots for
which one is not chayav [unlike] the knot of camel-drivers and the knot of
sailors. A woman may tie up the opening of her dress, the strings of her
hair-net or her girdle, shoe laces or of sandals, straps on pitchers of wine
and oil or a meat pot. Rabbi Eliezer ben Ya’akov says one may tie a rope
in front of an animal so that it should not go out.

Rashi ibid.

These are the knots -
which are listed in the
Avot Melacha, as it

N7 MY e

79 U7 YNNI WIZN ANTT NIDKYN NIXA PN DAY 1781
TI7ODIN NIY™Y 'OIN NWIFZT KDIT D7IY7 N0 RY RDY7

! _ W7 7V 12"NY 1D NIKON JY7Y Pa¥n PRY PIWF 17 & N0
says ‘One who ties or N2 N WADD X021 Q10X AR 1I0D XX 70an
unties’. This refers to a

permanent knot which is never untied, similar to the knots tied in the
curtains when the threads break.

Mishna: There are some knots for which one is not chayav - a chatat, like
you are chayayv for the camel-drivers’ knot, but rather are patur but
assur, and in the gemara it will be explained which ones.
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Mishna Torah Shabbat 10; 1
One who ties a permanent knot
which is a craftsman’s knot is
chayav. For example a
camel-drivers’ knot or a sailors’
knot, or the knots in shoes or
sandals that the manufacturers tie
when they are making them, or
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N Nd7n ' 7129 NAW ndD7a NN MYn

12D 2N NIX QYYD XRINI XDY7 ‘7 W7 WWI7N
V10 NIYIXI MY7I AD0N W7 70N W7
NXI'D 7D DI NPWY NYYA VXN YI7Y 71101
INIX QWY 1IN X7 '7W W7 (WI7N '7AX D12
NN NIX YYD PRI XDY7 7W 1RY W71 1I0D
N7NND7 Nw77

anything similar. But a knot which is permanent but not a craftsmans’
knot is patur, and a knot which is neither permanent nor a craftsmans’

knot is mutar I'chatchila.

Shulchan Aruch 317; 1

Someone who ties a permanent knot
which is also a craftsmans’ knot is
chayav. For example a
camel-drivers’ knot or a sailors’
knot, or the knots in shoes or
sandals that the manufacturers tie
when they are making them, or
anything similar. But a knot which is
permanent but not a craftsmans’
knot is patur. [Rama: Some
disagree and hold that any
permanent knot, even an unskilled
one is chayav (Rashi, Rosh,

N 9'V0 'Y [D'D 1Y N7

417D ,2"N L [NIX YYD XINLRNY7 7¢ W7 W7
7VIn NIYIXT MY7I 090N W71 070N W7
75 |21 MPwy Nyw1 DIYXIN DNYI7Y 71101
NWYN IINI [7"W W7 WI7N 72X ,NT2 RNID
W7 70T 1In7 X0W D770 W1 :Nan 10D L NIR
A W/RIANEYA) 7Y 2UN 0T 7Y I79R Li77Y
N7 WY IPRY W7 70U X701 DN

("o P"NANI 12 '72) XNY7 7w M70 LINNY DI ININ2
7¢ 7N X7 DD NYaw TYT NI7 7N wi
NYWYN IPXI 7" 1RYW W71 .(DTINI D) XNY7
INNNA Y7 21 :an ,N'7NNDY7 NW77 NIn DI
(M) MW7 1YV7 10D 11T

Rabbeinu Yerucham, Tur). Some say that any knot which is not intended
to be untied on the same day is considered permanent (Kol Bo and
Hagahot Maimoniot), and some are more lenient and say that a knot is
only considered permanent if it is intended to be left tied for seven days
(Tur and Mordechai).] A knot that is not permanent and is not a
craftsmans’ knot is permitted to be tied /'chatchila [Rama: The same laws

apply for untying as for tying].

Shulchan Aruch 317; 1

For the sake of a Mitzvah, for
example to tie string to measure
one of the Torah shiurim, it is
permitted to tie a temporary knot.
[Rama: Some say that one must be
careful not to untie any knot made
of two knots one on top of the other,
since we are not experts in what is
considered a craftsmans’ knot. Even
when it is temporary it is still
forbidden to tie a craftsman’s knot,

N 9'V0 'Y [D'D 1Y N7

NYYN TNR TN WY 2D NIXD INTI
N LRDY7 7Y IPRY W7 Y77 NI, Nimn
Y XRINY W7 DIV YNNT7 X7 007 W XM
W7 7N ATR ORY72 DR PRT DT 7V 0T D7
NW[77 JIOX XNY7 7¢ 17XV I7OXT [DIN 7w
I7% 7719 'OD7X NINAaN) AR D1 Lmn7 n'nl
wIN7 PR XWX DI[702T AR DN (DNYf7
WX DI7021 12T DR X7R IPRT NN TNl
n'y 0T 7V 0T DNW7 2 AWAT KRl M XY
WK Y7 NWY DX 72X , TN 02T 2 WY
.(2"ND) DNW7 QWD 1T ,AN'WN IX DIN 7Y TNX

and the same applies to untying. And this is the custom. Nevertheless,
when it is causing pain, since this is only a Rabbinic prohibition it is
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permitted to untie it, because they did not make their Rabbinic decree in
cases of pain. The prohibition of two knots one on top of the other is
when tying two things together, but if someone made a single knot on the
end of a piece of string this is considered like two knots (and forbidden).

Mishna Brura 317; 1
A permanent knot - Even if it is not so X 70 I'Y |00 MiN3 MY
tight and could be undone with one hand VO 7T K7 [7OKI-RDNT 78 107
it is still chayav, since it can’t come MY KTT IS 2N IO NN N7 751
undone by itself. PIVP M

Shulchan Aruch 317; 4
One may tie a bucket with cord or with a 2 NNIDI DIINT IN WD T (I
belt or something similar, but not with 02 DWRPN DT DN, YAN K7 AN
rope. This refers to buckets which 'R 12 DVAT DIRY N7 DT 7aR
remain in the well. However, for our N7 7Y W7
buckets, that do not remain in the well,
it is not a permanent knot.

1 90 'Y [P'0 Y [N7Y

Shulchan Aruch 317; 5

It is permitted to tie a bow since this N 90 MY [P'0 1Y |n7Y
is not considered a knot. [Rama: NWY DX 17'OK1 :70 XN W7 IX7T NN N2y
Even if there is a single knot under AX)INA 12 1201 ,NOD7 TN W77

the bow the custom is to permit it].

Mishna Brura 317; 29 0> 770 'V [P'O DTN MYUD
The custom is to permit it - TNX W72 N FANRT XD DANNXD N2 12 a0
The acharonim write that the N2y VYT DIYNI DM 1A YNNY7 IWYYWD Xi7IT "0 NLNY7
custom is to permit a bow with NDM7'7 N'D DX 72X [NIX QWY X721 1N [TV W7 7Y
a single knot underneath only NONY7 Y7 NIYY7 1IDX 12 RXIDI 27172 12D DT AR 7Y
when it is made to be untied W' DI T 2"V N7 NIAY MY NIWYY7 'RWNITA71 N2y X7X
the same say, since a bow 27

over a knot is not considered a craftsmans’ knot. But if it is tied for any
length of time, for example on a lulav or similar, it is forbidden to do a
knot underneath, and only may only do the bow by itself. However, one is
permitted to tie two bows one over the other, and this is the correct
custom.

54



Rabbi

Shabbat Laws - Melachot
Mishna Brura 317; 1

The Talmud states that there are
three categories of knot. One is
chayav a chatat, one is patur but
assur and one is completely
permitted. According to the opinion
of the Rif, the Rambam and the
Mechaber (Shulchan Aruch) the
distinction is as follows: if it is a
permanent knot, for example when
it is intended for the knot to remain
forever (meaning that there is no
intention to untie it at a specific
time, but rather that it should
remain there), and it is also a
craftsmans’ knot it is chayav a
chatat. If it is a permanent knot, but
not a craftsmans’ knot, or a
craftsmans’ knot but not permanent
it is patur but assur. If it is neither a
craftsmans’ knot nor permanent it is
completely permitted.
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N {770 '@ [D'D N1IN2 MWD

TIXLN 2"N TNXR NI7I70 ‘2 [XD W'T [PINX XN
NVW7I N7NND7 NN TNXRI JIDX 72X 110D TNNI
DN XYIT NN DNOT 12NN D72 97N
2 W IDTY (12D XDY7 7W W7 KIn DXT
NN YNN7 INYTA DT ANN7 1PRW 1'0T] 071Y7
[DIX YYD 2”2 XINl [THN DY7NNT7 WYY W7
NYWYN IIXI XDM7 ‘70 W7 RIN ORI .DRON 2N
72X 10D RNW7 7Y W7 IPNI DIX YYD [DIX
ANIN XNY7 7W W7 1INI [DIX YYD 'R IOX
770 "IN X77 9”WI W'RIN WA NYTIE.A7NNDY
A7'VT R7X [NDIX NWYN XN DX W70 DXV
DITY AT XDY7 7 W7 KIN OXRT XD 717NN
NIN DX 17°OX1 NXLN 2¥N 77201 071V7 D WYY
AI0O [NT7 77 NWIZ7 IDT PR DRI OIFTN NWYND
NIN DX 17OX1 XDY7 '7W7 NX7 'OTT JIOX 72X
ANIN OF NIXY N7 1T OXRI OIFTN NWYD

17V W7 DY PRT [DIX AWYND XIN 1798 n'7NND"7
10D N D' NYAY N2 NN DYTY D 70T R
.Or MIX2 YNn7 DY

The opinion of Rashi and the Rosh and other poskim is that it makes no
difference what kind of knot it is, but the only distinction is whether it is
permanent, meaning that it is the kind of knot that normally stays
permanently, then it is chayav a chatat even if it is an unskilled knot. If it
is the kind of knot that is normally tied for a short period of time it is
patur but assur, since it is similar to a permanent knot, even if it is an
unskilled knot. If it is the kind of knot that is normally untied on the same
day it is completely permitted, even if it is a craftsmans’ knot, since it is
not considered tying. Others say that anything which is normally untied
within a week is the same as a knot normally untied within the same day.

Shmirat Shabbat K'Hilchata 15; 58
It is permitted to wear a tie if it is not

‘knotted’ but is tied in a way that is

intended to be undone within 24 hours.

But if it is knotted it must be put on
before Shabbat begins and then

loosened or tightened to put on and take

off.
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Shmirat Shabbat K'Hilchata 15;
footnote 167

I heard from Rav Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach that the custom of women to

tie double knots on their headscarves is

permitted since it is not considered a
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1”077 Ny 1”70 719 AND70d NAY NI'DY
Q'WIN NNIY DT IR 77U200 'Myny
7777 UNXIN NNDLN T7VT D7 Y W77
TNIY DA 20 7101 Y'OX W7 7702 0T PRT
.o 1 rnnY?

strong or tight knot at all, and is made to be untied on the same day.

Chai Adam Hilchot Shabbat 26; 2
A knot which is made to be undone
every day is not considered a knot,
and may be tied and untied.
Nevertheless since there are some
who say that any knot which is tied
tightly and could be permanent is
considered permanent. Therefore
one should not untie any knot unless
it is causing pain. Anything which is
not made to be untied each day,

2 9'Yo 1”2 775 naw nid'7n DIXR 'n

ANINI W7 7N X7 0F 722 YNn7 wyn W7
[WI7W W7 70U RMT D NUNLEININTIE NWIT7T7
M{7'n 071Y7 12 DY7NNT7 7D [7TIND W72 INIR
D70 X7X W7 DIY YNNY7 PR D7 X7 R7Y
DD O 751 'NN7 T PRY AN 72X YN
QW77 1IDX NAW7 NAYWDD 'O'7NNDYW NAINDN
NI X721 N2y NIWY7 10T DX N7DI NN
W7 721 Or ‘721 vNn7 WYY W7D 19T W71
IDNN7 NN N7 712 1IPR DX NN7NINY
NP 77 X7W 07y 191 Ay X7W 71 1i7m71

like clothes that are changed once a
week, is forbidden to be tied or untied.

Nevertheless if one intended to tie

a bow and accidentally made a knot it is considered like a knot which is
made to be untied every day. Any knot which can’t be untied may be cut
or severed, provided that isn’t done in front of an Am Ha’Aretz lest he

become even more lenient.

Orchot Shabbat 10; 15

Shoes which are tied normally with

a bow over a knot, it seems that it is
permitted to tie the two loops into
another knot (double bow), and this

1”0 270 719 NAY NINIX

X1 W7 "2 7y N2y POTD DNIWi7N DY)
IT2 1T N21IYN NIX7I7 MY NX Y77 TNINY
DWi7 22 7y w7 7701 0T PRI TR W7

is not considered a knot over a knot.
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