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Amira L'’Akum (Asking a non-Jew to do work on

Shabbat)

Shulchan Aruch OC 307; 2

It is forbidden to hire workers (on
Shabbat). One must not ask a
non-Jew to hire workers for them
on Shabbat, even for work that the
Jew requires after Shabbat.
Anything that is forbidden for a
Jew to do (on Shabbat) it is
forbidden to ask a non-Jew to do.

2 9V 1Y |P’0 0”N NIIX YNy |N7IY

D'7VID 17 NDW7 X7 INI7 X'71 D'7VID 1DWT7 IR
N7X NOXN'7D NNIRT7 7N 7RWN PRY D7YX ,NIYI
QIOX MIYY7 JIDX XINY NN '70¥ ,NaYn X7
NDWN DTI7 17 017 1779X1 ;MIwy'7 X7 ni7

ANX 17 INI7 NN 72X 1I0X N2V NIWY'7

O"YX ,12YY¥ NIV 1179 12T N'WY X7 NN'7 :Nawn
NQN NIYWA MUY'Y DIXOY 2T JINDY ANy

Even to ask the non-Jew before Shabbat begins to do something on
Shabbat is forbidden. But it is permitted to tell him after Shabbat ‘Why
didn’t you do such and such last Shabbat?’ even though he will
understand from the words that the Jew wants him to do that next

Shabbat.

Shemot 12; 16

On the first day shall be a mikra kodesh and
on the seventh day a mikra kodesh. No work
shall be done with them. Only that which is

necessary for food preparation may be done

for you.

Beit Yosef Orech Chaim 244
The Sma”g writes (LT 75) that it
is taught in a Mechilta (Bo 9)
“You shall do no work with them”
(Shemot 12; 16) which means
you should not do any work on
Yomtov (or Shabbat), nor your
(Jewish) friend, nor may a
non-Jew do work for you on
Shabbat. This implies that the
prohibition for a Jew to allow a
non-Jew to do any work for him,
whether on Shabbat or on Yom
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Tov, is from the Torah. However, if before Shabbat the Jew gives a

non-Jew work to do, it is permitted, provided that it is in the home of the
non-Jew as we explained in Hilchot Shabbat. However, some say that the
prohibition is only an asmachta (Rabbinic), since if it was from the Torah
the Rabbis would not have permitted allowing a non-Jew to do work (for a
Jew) in his own home, even when the work was given to him before
Shabbat. Nevertheless, the language of “shall do no work with them”
implies that it is a Torah law.
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The reason that it is forbidden for a Jew to AWY D'DYT 017 FNAY AIORY ADI
instruct a non-Jew to do something for 927 7271 5N KIXDD DD 1T D 7
them on Shabbat is because of the MIDR AT

prohibition of “"not pursuing your own
business, nor speaking of things” (Isaiah 58; 13).
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lightly and come to do melacha themselves.
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your own business, nor speaking of
things” (Isaiah 58; 13).
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it would have taken to do that activity
(before eating it).

Mishna Brura 325; 26

If he harvested - or any other Torah
melacha that a non-Jew does for a Jew,
even of his own accord without
instruction from the Jew.
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Mishna Brura 307; 11
Even though he will understand that
the Jew wants him to do that next
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melacha for a Jew. Alternatively it
may be dealing with a case where the Jew does not receive direct benefit
from it, such as when there is already some light in the room and the
non-Jew merely adds lights. In any other case, even if the non-Jew did
the melacha without instruction, it is forbidden for a Jew to derive any
benefit from it.

46



Rabbi

Shabbat Laws - Melachot

Sedley

SHIUR 14

o=

Halacha
Rabbi David Sedley

Shulchan Aruch OC 276; 1

If a non-Jew lights a candle for a
Jew, it is forbidden for anyone to
derive benefit from it, even someone
for whom it was not lit. However, if
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it was lit for the non-Jew’s benefit,
or for the sake of a sick Jewish person
permitted for a Jew to use the light.

Shulchan Aruch OC 276; 5

(even non-critically ill) it is

In the cold countries it is permitted
for a non-Jew to make a fire for the
sake of children, and the adults are
permitted to warm themselves by it.
If it is extremely cold, it is even
permitted [for a non-Jew] to make a
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fire for adults, since everyone is considered ill in regard to the cold. But
the Halacha is not like those who permit it even when it is not so cold.

Shulchan Aruch OC 307; 5

It is permitted for a Jew to ask a
non-Jew to do something which
is not melacha, and is only
forbidden Rabbinically on
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Shabbat. This is providing that
there is some slight iliness, or

there is a very great need, or for

the sake of a Mitzvah. For example, to

ask a non-Jew to climb a tree and

fetch the Shofar that was there in order to blow it on Rosh Hashana, or to

bring water through a Rabbinic domain

in order to wash someone who is

very uncomfortable. There are those who forbid this.

Shulchan Aruch OC 307;

[Rama: Anything which is forbidden to
ask a non-Jew to do on Shabbat is also
forbidden to hint to him to do.]
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Mishna Brura 307; 76

It is forbidden to hint - This is also
included in the prohibition of
instructing a non-Jew, since through
the hinting he will do melacha on
Shabbat. Similarly it is forbidden to
say something to a non-Jew in a
way that he will understand that he
should do a melacha Therefore it is
forbidden to tell a non-Jew to ‘wipe
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his nose’ so that he will understand that he should clean the wick of the
candle. However when someone hints to a non-Jew without using words
of instruction, for example to tell him that the light is not burning very
well, or that it is difficult to read with the light because the wick is not
clean, and the non-Jew hears and fixes the wick, this is permitted, since
this is not included in the prohibition of instructing non-Jews. And in such
a case there is no prohibition of gaining benefit from the melacha that the
non-Jew does, since it is not such a big benefit, because it was possible to

use the light beforehand with difficulty.

Shmirat Shabbat K'Hilchata 30; 2

Just as it is forbidden to tell a
non-Jew to do melacha on Shabbat or
Yom Tov for a Jew, it is also forbidden
to hint to him on Shabbat or Yom Tov
using language of instruction that he
should do it, whether the hinting is
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verbal or through action. But it is

LAWY DT NN 12T Q'Y

permitted to hint to him without
instruction, for example by explaining a
will understand by himself and do it.

situation to him, in order that he

Shmirat Shabbat K'Hilchata 30; 3
Even though we said that it is
permitted to hint to a non-Jew, it is
forbidden to gain benefit on Shabbat
or Yom Tov from the melacha that he
did. Even if the non-Jew did it of his
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own accord it is forbidden to gain
benefit, unless there is no direct benefit.

Shmirat Shabbat K'Hilchata 30; 4

It turns out that there are two

prohibitions in having work done by

a non-Jew on Shabbat and Yomtov.

1. It is forbidden to tell the non-Jew
to do the melacha on Shabbat
and Yomtov for a Jew. This
applies even when the Jew does
not get any benefit from the
melacha that was done.
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. It is forbidden to get direct benefit fro

m melacha performed by a

non-Jew on Shabbat and Yomtov. This applies even when there was no
direct instruction to the non-Jew to do the action, but he did it on his

own for the Jew.
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