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Obligation to immerse dishes

Bamidbar 31

21. Elazar the Cohen said to the
men of the army who came to the
battle, ‘This is the decree of the
Torah, which G-d commanded
Moshe.

22. Only the gold and the silver, the
copper, the iron, the tin and the
lead.
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23. Everything that comes into fire - you shall pass through fire and it
will be purified, but it must be purified with the waters of sprinkling and
everything that does not come into fire you shall immerse in water.

Talmud Avoda Zara 75b

Mishna: Someone who purchases
utensils from a non-Jew; those
things that are normally immersed
in @ Mikva should be immersed in a
Mikva, those that are normally
purged (kashered) should be
purged, those that are normally
used in fire should be heated in fire.
Gemara: It was taught ‘and all of
them need to be immersed in 40
seah of water’. Rav Nachman said in
the name of Rabba bar Avuha, ‘Even
new utensils are included, since old
utensils that have been kashered
are the same as new utensils, and
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even so they must be immersed.’ Rav Sheshet attacked him, ‘If so even
scissors should require immersion!” He replied, ‘The Torah only speaks
about utensils used at a meal.” Rav Nachman said in the name of Rabba
bar Avuha, ‘This only applies when they are purchased, and like the
incident in the desert, but not if they are borrowed.” Rav Yitzchak bar
Yosef purchased earthenware dishes from a non-Jew and thought he had
to immerse them. One of the Rabbis, Rabbi Ya'akov, said, ‘The Halacha of
Rabbi Yochanan was explained to me, that only metal dishes are
mentioned in the parsha in the Torah. Rav Ashi said, ‘It is also required
for glass dishes, since if they break they can be fixed, they are therefore

similar to metal dishes.’

Shulchan Aruch YD 120; 1
Someone who purchases dishes of
metal or glass from a non-Jew, or
dishes coated with lead [based
glaze]; even though they are new
utensils, they must be immersed in
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a mikva or spring containing 40 seah of water. [Rama: Some say that
glazed dishes should be immersed without reciting a blessing, and this is
the custom.]

Reasons for immersion

Chidushei Ritva Avoda Zara 75b
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In the Talmud it states ‘All of them
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non-Jews to the purity of Israel. In other
words, because they are elevated spiritually. Bdieved it does not
invalidate [use of the utensil].
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be done last. Even someone who
buys new utensils from a non-Jew is required to immerse them for this
reason.

L'chatchila and B'di‘eved
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food, whether they are made of
metal, or wood, or stone - they
must be purged (kashered) and
then immersed and then become permitted. If they were first immersed
and then purged they are permitted. There are some who say that [in
such a case] they must be immersed a second time.
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there is no decree against storing it

[until a later date to immerse it], since it doesn’t forbid the food. Also the
food is only forbidden Rabbinically, even according to those opinions that
the immersion is a Torah law.
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immersing a utensil’). If there are .0'72 N0 7y

more than one utensil the blessing is
Al Tevilat Kelim (*Upon immersing utensils’)

Shulchan Aruch YD 120; 16

If a person forgot and did not
immerse their dishes before Shabbat
or Yomtov, they should give them to
a non-Jew as a gift and then borrow
them back from him, and then may
be used. [Rama: One may do this
even during the week in a place
where there is no Mikva]. If a person transgressed and used them without
immersion, the food does not become forbidden, but they should still be
immersed.
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Safek (out of doubt) immersion
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lenient and not immerse, since we
are lenient in a case of doubt in a
Rabbinic law. However, since most
times I.t 'S pQSSIbIe to. ascerta_ln who 7¥ 071> '3 773 7207 X"R RN RN D)
madg it, laziness to find out is not 4001 DAY Y YAYOTYOD DX NI TN
considered a doubt. Therefore even 470 YR 101 NN
glass utensils should be immersed
without a blessing. If one knows that it was made in a factory that is
owned by non-Jews, even glass utensils require immersion with a
blessing. Therefore utensils made in Japan or China, where everyone is
non-Jewish, and even utensils that come from Europe require immersion
with a blessing, since the majority of people there are not Jewish. Utensils
that come from Israel do not require immersion since they are all from
Jews. Even those things that come from factories owned by non religious
Jews also do not require immersion.
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Which utensils require immersion

Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 37; 3
Wooden utensils do not require
immersion. If they are coated with
metal they require immersion
without a blessing. Pottery utensils
also do not require immersion, and if
they are coated inside with glaze
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they require immersion without a blessing, and also porcelain utensils.

Hakashrut 4; 25

Plastic utensils, even though some
say they should be immersed
without a blessing, nevertheless the
custom is not to immerse them.

She’ilat Ya'abetz 1; 67

The question of whether one needs
to immerse utensils that come from
abroad that are called ‘porcelain’,
which are similar to glass utensils:
It appears to me that they do not
require immersion when they are
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purchased from a non-Jew, since they are made from sand and earth, and
the Torah only requires immersion for metal utensils.

Igrot Moshe YD3; 23
Disposable utensils in regard to

immersion:

Utensils which are made to be used
only once, because usually they are
not able to be used more than that,
and most people only use them
once, since they are cheap. However
there are some people who use
them two or three times - do they
require immersion?...

Therefore these utensils, that cannot
be used more than a couple of times
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at most, are not susceptible to tumah. Therefore it is possible that they
do not require immersion. However, a utensil which could last for a long
time, but since it is very cheap people dispose of it, would require

immersion.
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