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Cause of destruction of the Beis HaMikdash

O Shabbos 55a
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Rabbi Acha bar Rabbi Chanina said: Never did a favourable word go forth from
the mouth of the Holy One, blessed be He, of which He retracted for evil, save
the following, where it is written, “And the Lord said unto him, Go through the
midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark [tav] upon
the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that
be done in their midst”. The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Gavriel, “Go and
set a tav of ink upon the foreheads of the righteous, that the destroying angels
may have no power over them; and a tav of blood upon the foreheads of the
wicked, that the destroying angels may have power over them”. The Attribute
of Justice said before the Holy One, blessed be He, “Master of the Universe!
How are these different from those?” “Those are completely righteous men,
while these are completely wicked,” He replied. “Sovereign of the Universe!” it
continued, “they had the power to protest but did not.” “It was clear that had
they protested they would not have heeded them.” “Master of the Universe!” it
said, “Even though it was revealed to You, was it revealed to them?”

® Talmud Gittin 55b
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The destruction of Jerusalem came through Kamtza and Bar Kamtza in this
way. A certain man had a friend Kamtza and an enemy Bar Kamtza. He once
made a party and said to his servant, Go and bring Kamtza. The man went and
brought Bar Kamtza. When the man [who gave the party] found him there he
said, “You are my enemy; what are you doing here? Get out!”. Said the other:
“Since 1 am here, let me stay, and 1 will pay you for whatever 1 eat and drink”.
He said, “1 won't”. “Then let me give you half the cost of the party”. “No”, said
the other. “Then let me pay for the whole party”. He still said, “No”, and he
took him by the hand and put him out. He said, “Since the Rabbis were sitting
there and did not stop him, this shows that they agreed with him. 1 will go and
inform against then, to the Government”.
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Rebuke

O Shabbos 119b
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Yerushalayim was only destroyed because they didn’t rebuke one another.

©®  Mishlei 28:23
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“He that rebukes a person shall in the end find more favour than he that
flatters with the tongue.”
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It was taught: Rebbi said, ‘which is the path that a person should choose for
themselves? Love reproach’. While there is reproach in the world, there is
pleasantness in the world, and goodness and blessing come to the world, and
evil leaves the world, as the verse states “To those who give rebuke shall be
delight, and a good blessing shall come upon them” (Mishlei 24: 25).

© Tamid 28a
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Anyone who rebukes their friend for the sake of Heaven has a thread of chesed
stretched out to him.

®  Avos de-Rebbe Noson chapter 29
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Love the one who rebukes you and hate the one who praises you, for the one
who rebukes you will bring you to the World to Come, but the one who
praises you will remove you from the world.
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Rabbi Tarfon said, 1 would be surprised if there is anyone in this generation
who is able to reproach people. If he would say, ‘take the stick out from
between your teeth’ they would say to him, ‘take the beam out from between
your teeth’. Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah said, 1 would be surprised if there is
anyone in this generation who is able to accept reproach’. Rabbi Akiva said, ‘1
would be surprised if there is anyone in this generation who knows how to
give reproach’.
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® Yevamos 68b
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Just as it is a mitzvah to say something that will be heard, so it is a mitzvah
not to say something that won'’t be heard.

® Sanhedrin 107b
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Not like Yehoshua ben Perachiah who pushed away Yeshu the Notzri with both
hands... What of Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Perachiah? When king Yannai killed the
rabbis, Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Perachiah went to Alexandria of Egypt [with his
students]. When there was peace, Shimon Ben Shetach sent to him "From me
[Jerusalem] the holy city to you Alexandria of Egypt. My husband remains in
your midst and 1 sit forsaken.” [R. Yehoshua Ben Perachiah] left and arrived at
a particular inn and they showed him great respect. He said: How beautiful is
this inn [Achsania, which also means innkeeper]. [Yeshu] said: “Rabbi, she has
beautiful eyes.” [R. Yehoshua Ben Perachiah] said to him: “Wicked one, this is
how you engage yourself?” [R. Yehoshua Ben Perachiah] sent out four hundred
announcers and excommunicated him. [Yeshu] came before [R. Yehoshua Ben
Perachiah] many times and said: Accept me. But [R. Yehoshua Ben Perachiah]
paid him no attention. One day [R. Yehoshua Ben Perachiah] was reciting
Shema [during which one may not be interrupted]. [Yeshu] came before
him. He was going to accept [Yeshu] and signalled to [Yeshu] with his
hand. [Yeshu] thought that [R. Yehoshua Ben Perachiah] was repelling
him. He went, hung a brick, and bowed down to it. [Yeshu] said to [R.
Yehoshua Ben Perachiah]: You taught me that anyone who sins and causes
others to sin is not given the opportunity to repent. And the master said:
Yeshu [the Notzri] practiced magic and deception and led Israel astray.
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