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Why are we happy on Lag BaOmer?
1. Shulchan Aruch Orech Chaim 493:3
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What is Semichah
6. Bamidbar 27:12-22
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8. Mishne Torah Hilchot Sanhedrin 4:1
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9. Sanhedrin 5a
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10. Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 6a-b
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11. Shulchan Aruch Choshen Mishpat 1:1
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When did Semichah Cease?
13. Sanhedrin 11a
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14. Mishneh Torah Hilchot Kiddush HaChodesh 4:2-3
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15. Wikipedia Hillel IT

The Hebrew calendar was based on witnesses' testimony that had become far too
dangerous to collect. Hillel Il recommended change to a mathematically-based
calendar that was adopted at a clandestine, and maybe final, meeting in 358. This
marked the last universal decision made by the Sanhedrin.
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17. Wikipedia Julian

Julian, known by the Jews as Julian the Hellene was Roman Emperor from 355 to 363
CE.

18. Ammianus Marcellinus Res Gestae, 23.1.2-3.

Julian thought to rebuild at an extravagant expense the proud Temple once at
Jerusalem, and committed this task to Alypius of Antioch. Alypius set vigorously to
work, and was seconded by the governor of the province; when fearful balls of fire,
breaking out near the foundations, continued their attacks, till the workmen, after
repeated scorchings, could approach no more: and he gave up the attempt.
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20. Wikipedia Theodosius I

Theodosius, also known as Theodosius the Great, was Roman Emperor from 379 to
395. He issued decrees that effectively made Christianity the official state religion of
the Roman Empire. As a reaction to the emperor Julian's pro-Jewish stance,
Theodosius I forbade the Sanhedrin to assemble and declared ordination illegal.
(Roman law prescribed capital punishment for any Rabbi who received ordination
and complete destruction of the town where the ordination occurred).
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Renewing Semichah
21. Mishneh Torah Sanhedrin 4:11
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22. Rambam Commentary on Mishna Sanhedrin 1:3
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23. Seder HaDorot 5298
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24. Seder HaDorot 5294

M RIMM PLIPHOR IPHBXR OY 2T ,°A170 C12NIT TIT 037 MY I 0PN TR X2
M7 7N A A VYA oW NP LLLLORTWT PR RIX W XN D M Y Lyl
12WN2 TR0 ORI YA AT 1IDY AIWRT DOWTM PR DR 100 WK

"2 Y237 WK ,Awn N 99wn Py 9w 19vEm L12%n nbw mw owm 77ann
AN0IW AN DY ORI 0°727 IR ANYPLR M3 901 00312 Wit Uh 0TI
1957 PR YT XD ,IMRD yRwl XY 00NN 0°D° DLW NI 17 9y Ap Syawn
YMOWR ANV MR M 0°IDO 72N ,TAR CIRPR P AW MW M ,AR902 72 9
Rabdivgaly



