When will Mashiach Come?
Rabbi David Sedley

1. Rambam Thirteen Principles of Faith: Principle 12
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I believe with perfect faith in the coming of the Messiah; and even though he may tarry,
nonetheless, I wait every day for his coming.

2. Rambam, Commentary on the Mishna Introduction to Chelek.
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The twelfth principle is the Messianic Era. One must believe and know to be true that he
[Mashiach] will come and one must not think that he will delay. If he delays, wait for him.
One should not make a time when he will come nor use verses to estimate the time of his
arrival. Our sages have said “Blasted be the spirit of those who calculate the ends”
(Sanhedrin 97a). One must believe that he will be better and greater and more honourable
than all the kings who have ever been, based on the prophecies of all the prophets from
Moshe until Malachi. One who is not certain about this, or doesn’t think [Mashiach] will
be so great, denies [what is written in] the Torah. The Torah testifies about [Mashiach]
explicitly in the prophecy of Bilaam and in Parshas Netzavim. Included in this principle is
[the belief] that there can be no king of Israel who is not of the house of David and a
descendant of Shlomo. Anyone who challenges [the claim to royalty of] this family denies
G-d and the words of the prophets.

3. Eruvin 43a
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“I will be a Nazir [who is forbidden to drink wine] on the day that the son of David
[Mashiach] comes”. He is permitted to drink wine on Shabbos and Yom Tov [because
Mashiach will not come on Shabbos or Yom Tov] but is forbidden to drink wine on any
weekday [because Mashiach may come any day].
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4. Sanhedrin 98a
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He [Rabbi Yehoshua] asked him [Eliyahu]: “When will Mashiach come?” He [Eliyahu]
answered, “Go and ask him, himself.” “Where is he?” “Sitting at the gates of Rome.”
“How will I recognize him?” “He sits among the poor lepers. All of the others unwind all
of their bandages at the same time and then cover their sores with clean bandages. He
[Mashiach] unwinds and rewinds his bandages one at a time, thinking, ‘Perhaps this will
be the moment when I will be needed and I don’t want to delay’.” [Rabbi Yehoshua] went
to him and said, “Peace be upon you, my master and teacher.” He [Mashiach] replied,
“Peace be upon you, son of Levi.” He [Rabbi Yehoshua] asked him, “When will the master
come?” He [Mashiach] replied “Today”. He [Rabbi Yehoshua] returned to Eliyahu who
said to him, “What did he say to you?” [Rabbi Yehoshua replied], “He said, ‘Peace be
upon you, son of Levi’.” He [Eliyahu] said, “He guaranteed you that both you and your
father have a place in the world to come.” He [Rabbi Yehoshua] said, “But he lied to me,
saying, ‘“Today I will come.” But he has not come.” He [Eliyahu] said, “This is what he
meant [quoting a verse in Tehillim]: “Today —if only you will listen to His voice” (Tehillim

95.7).

5. Sanhedrin 97b
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Rabbi Samuel ben Nachmani said in the name of Rabbi Yonasan: Blasted be the bones of
those who calculate the end. For they would say, since the predetermined time has
arrived, and yet he has not come, he will never come. Rather wait for him, as it is written,
Even though he delays, wait for him. Should you say, We await [Mashiach] but He [G-d]
does not: therefore the verse says, “And therefore will the L-rd wait, that He may be
gracious unto you, and therefore will He be exalted, that He may have mercy upon you”
(Yeshaya 30:18). But since we look forward to it, and He does likewise, what delays [his
coming]? — The Attribute of Justice delays it. But since the Attribute of Justice delays it,
why do we await it? — To be rewarded [for waiting], as it is written, blessed are all they
that wait for him.

6. Mishneh Torah Laws of Kings and their Wars 12:5
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A person should never involve themselves with the aggados [regarding Mashiach] nor
with the words of midrash that speak about this topic. Do not make them the prime focus,
because they do not bring a person to love or fear [G-d]. Also do not calculate the end
[time of Mashiach’s arrival]. The sages have said “Blasted be the minds of those who
calculate the ends”. Rather wait for him and believe in the general principle as we have
explained.

.
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7. Avodah Zara 9b
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Rabbi Chanina said: After four hundred years from the destruction of the Beis HaMikdash
- if someone offers to sell you a field worth 1000 dinar for a single dinar do not take it
[because Mashiach is coming imminently and all the land will revert to its original
owners]. In a Baraisa it was taught that after 4231 years from creation if someone offers
you a field worth 1000 dinar for a single dinar do not take it. What is the difference
between these two opinions? Three years.

8. Avodah Zara 9a
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It was taught in the school of Eliyahu: The world will exist for 6000 years. 2000 of
emptiness, 2000 of Torah and 2000 of Mashiach. Because of our sins we have already gone
through so many of them [and Mashiach has not yet come].

9. Maharal Netzach Yisrael Chapter 27
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The two thousand years of the days of the Mashiach. This means that the end time is the
most appropriate for the time of Mashiach, because the end is completion. Everything
which is the end is complete, and therefore the end of time is designated for the king
Mashiach because the king Mashiach will complete the entire world. All the world will be
united until the whole world is complete and perfect. Therefore, the king Mashiach who
will complete and perfect everything will come at the end of time, which is the most
appropriate time for completion and perfection.

10. Megilla 17b
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Once Yerushalayim is rebuilt David [Mashiach] will come, as the verse states “Afterward
shall the children of Israel return, and seek the L-rd their G-d, and David their king; and
shall come trembling unto the L-rd and to His goodness in the end of days” (Hoshea 3:5).

11. Yoma 10a
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Rabbi Yehuda said in the name of Rav: The son of David won't come until the wicked
kingdom of Rome controls the whole world for nine months.
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12. Baal HaTurim Bereishis 25:18
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“They overran all their brothers” (literally “they fell before all their brothers”) is

immediately followed by “These are the generations of Yitzchak” to teach that when

Yishmael will fall at the end of days then the son of David (Mashiach) who is the

descendent of Yitzchak, will arise.

13. Yevamos 62a
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Rav Assi said: The son of David will not come until all the souls in the [section of Heaven
called] “guf” are finished [born], as the verse states “For I will not fight forever, and I will
not be always angry; for the spirit that enwraps itself is from Me, and the souls which I
have made” (Yeshaya 57:16).

14. Rambam Igeres Teiman
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We have a great and amazing tradition. I received it from my father, who received it from
his father and grandfather back to the exile from Yerushalayim.... The explanation of the
prophecy of Bilaam hints to the fact that prophecy will return to Israel after it has ceased.
There are verses that even though they have a clear meaning, they also contain hints to
other things... Regarding this I have received the tradition that when Bilaam said “Fill in
the quote” (Bamidbar 23) he alluded to a secret. One must calculate the time from creation
until that moment, and then count that many years into the future and then prophecy will
return to Israel. Then the prophets will say “What has G-d done...”... According to this
calculation and explanation prophecy will return to Israel in the year 4976 after creation.
There is no doubt that the return of prophecy will be a precursor to the coming of
Mashiach.

15. Shir HaShirim 2:7
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I make you swear you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles, and by the hinds of the
field, that you not awaken, nor stir up love, until it please.'
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16. Ketuvot 111a
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Rabbi Yossi bar Rabbi Chanina said: 'What was the purpose of those three oaths? — One,
that Yisrael shall not ascend the wall [of Yerushalayim by force]; the second, that that the
Holy One, blessed be He, made Yisrael swear that they will not rebel against the nations of
the world; and the third is that that the Holy One, blessed be He, made the idolaters swear
that they will not oppress Yisrael too much'.... R. Levi who stated: 'What was the purpose
of those six oaths? — Three as mentioned above and the others, that [the prophets] shall
not make known the end [of days], that [the people] shall not delay the end, and that they
shall not reveal the secret to the idolaters'.

17. Rashi ibid.
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“That [the people] shall not delay the end”: An alternative text reads “that they not push
too much”. Meaning they should not increase their supplications for it too much.

18. Sotah 49b
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In the footsteps of Mashiach insolence will increase and honour dwindle; the vine will
yield its fruit [abundantly] but wine will be expensive; the government will turn to heresy
and there will be nobody [to offer them] reproof; the meeting-place [of scholars] will be
used for immorality; Galilee will be destroyed, Gavlan desolated, and the dwellers on the
frontier will go about [begging] from place to place without anyone to take pity on them;
the wisdom of the learned will degenerate, fearers of sin will be despised, and the truth
will be lacking; youths will put old men to shame, the old will stand up in the presence of
the young, a son will revile his father, a daughter will rise against her mother, a daughter-
in-law against her mother-in-law, and a man's enemies will be the members of his
household; the face of the generation will be like the face of a dog; a son will not feel
ashamed before his father. So upon Whom can we rely? Upon our Father in Heaven!



