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Creation of Adam and Eve (Bereishit 1)

Enosh

Noah’s Ark (ibid. 6)

Avraham is born

Tower of Bavel

Israelites come to live in Egypt

Exodus from Egypt and Torah is given on
Mount Sinai

Israelites enter Israel

Era of Judges

King David

Building of 1* Beit HaMikdash
Eliyahu HaNavi

Exile of Ten Tribes

Destruction of 1% Beit HaMikdash, Murder of
Gedaliah ben Achikam

Story of Purim

Building of 2" Beit HaMikdash, end of
prophecy, Men of the Great Assembly

Chashmonaim and Chanukah

Era of Tannaim

Destruction of 2™ Beit HaMikdash
Rabbi Akiva, Bar Kochba, fall of Betar
Last Tannaim, Compilation of Mishna

Amoraim, Redaction of Gemara

Savoraim, final editing of Gemara

Gaonim

beginnings of urbanisation in Sumer and
Egypt. Earliest writing.

Bronze Age, plough is invented

Fall of last Sumeran Dynasty (- 1900)
Hammurabi (d. - 1686)

Cecrops builds Athens (- 1556)

End of 18™ Egyptian Dynasty, Bhagavad
Gita (-1310)

Iron Age (-1000),

Theseus (-1204), Trojan War (-1194),
Alphabet developed by Phoenecians

Homer (-850)

Hesiod (d. -680)

Confuscius, Buddha (Gautama Siddhartha
d. -483), Zoroaster (d. -550), Lao-Tze (d.
-52 1) Nebuchadnezzar (d. -562)

Cyrus the Great,

Aristotle (d. -322), Alexander the Great (d.
-323), Collossus of Rhodes (-280)

Antiochus IV Epiphanes (d. -163), Rosetta
Stone (- 196)

Julius Caesar (d. -44) and Cleopatra (d.
-30), Jesus (d. 30)

Vespasian (d. 79)
Hadrian (d. 139)
Galen (d. 199)

Constantine (d. 337), Council of Nicea (325),
St. Augustine of Hippo (d. 430)

Muhammed (d. 632), King Arthur (?), St
Augustine of Canterbury (d. 604), St
Columba (d. 597)

Venerable Bede (d. 735), King Alfred (d.
899), Leif Ericsson (d. 102 1), Beowulf
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Jewish View of History

1. Avoda Zara 9a
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It was taught in the school of Eliyahu that the world will be for six thousand years. Two thousand

years of chaos, two thousand years of Torah and two thousand years of Mashiach. Because of our

great sins we have already lost so many of [those years].

2. Chagiga 11a
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Anyone who looks at four things — it would have been better if he had not come into the world: waht
is above, what is below, what came before and what will come after.

3. Pirkei Avot 1:1
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Moshe received Torah from Sinai and passed it to Yehoshua. Yehoshua passed it to the elders, the
elders to the prophets, the prophets passed it to the Men of the Great Assembly.

Beginning of Idolatry
4. Bereishit 4:26
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And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he called his name Enosh; then began men to call
in the name of the Eternal.

5. Mishne Torah Hilchot Avoda Zara 1:1
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In the days of Enosh the people made a great mistake... This was their mistake. They said that since

G-d created these stars and spheres to run the world, and placed them in the heavens, giving them

great honour, and they are the servants which serve before Him, it is appropriate to praise them,

glorify them and give them honour.

Giving of the Torah

6. Brachot 5a
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Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish says: What is the meaning of the verse: And I will give you the tablets of

stone, and the law and the commandment, which I have written that you may teach them? ‘Tablets

of stone’: these are the ten commandments; 'the law’: this is the Chumash; 'the commandment’: this

is the Mishnah; 'which I have written’: these are the Nevi’im and the Ketuvim; ‘that you may teach

them’: this is the Gemara. It teaches [us] that all these things were given to Moshe on Sinai.
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7. Megillah 19b
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It is written [Devarim 9:10]: "And on them was written according to all the words which the Lord had

spoken with you on the mountain." We infer from this that God revealed to Moses all the particulars

of the Chumash, and of the particulars the Gemara deduces from the Mishna, and what the scribes

will discover later. And what is it? The reading of the Megilla.

End of Prophecy, Idolatry and Biblical period
8. Yuma 69b
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“They called out to G-d with a great voice” (Nechemiah 9). What did they say? Rav, or others say it
was Rabbi Yochanan, said [that they heard] “woe! Woe! This is what destroyed the Temple, burned
the sanctuary, killed all the righteous and caused the Jews to be exiled from their land. And he is
still dancing amongst us! Isn’t it true that it was only given to us in order that we could receive
reward. We don’t want it or the reward! A note fell to them from heaven on which was written “true”.
Rav Chanina said that we learn from here that the seal of G-d is truth. They fasted for three days and
three nights, and it was given to them. It came out from the holy of holies like a fiery lion. The
prophet of Israel said “this is the evil inclination for idolatry”, as the verse states “He said that this is
the wicked one” (Zechariah 5).

9. Seder Olam Rabba chapter 29
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“A great king arose” (Daniel 8)... This refers to Alexander [the Great] of Macedonia who ruled for 12

years. Until this time the prophets prophesied with divine spirit. From here on [you should] incline

your ear and listen to the words of the Sages.

10. Bava Batra 12a
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Ameimar says that a scholar is better than a prophet.
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11. Sanhedrin 11a
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Our Rabbis taught: Since the death of the last prophets, Chaggai, Zechariah and Malachai, the Holy
Spirit [of prophetic inspiration] departed from Israel; yet they were still able to avail themselves of
the Bat-kol. Once when the Rabbis were met in the upper chamber of Gurya’s house at Jericho, a
Bat-kol was heard from Heaven, saying: There is one amongst you who is worthy that the
Shechinah should rest on him as it did on Moshe, but his generation does not merit it.” The Sages
present set their eyes on Hillel the Elder.

12. Pesachim 66
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The rabbis taught: The Halakha in the Mishna was not known to the children of Batayra; for it once
happened that the 14th (of Nissan) occurred on a Sabbath, and they did not know whether the
Passover sacrifices superseded the due observance of Sshabbat or not. They therefore commenced
to look around for a man who knew the Halakha, and they were told that there was a man who had
recently come from Babylon, called Hillel of Babylon, and who had learned under the two greatest
men of that generation - Shemaiah and Abtalion; They sent for him and asked him: "Do you know
whether the Passover-sacrifice supersedes the Sabbath?"... They made him the Nassi and he sat all
day and preached upon the Halakhoth of the Passover.

Development of Oral Law

13. Chagiga 16a-b
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Yosef ben Yoezer says not to do semicha, Rabbi Yosef ben Yochanan says to do semicha. Yehoshua
ben Perachia says not to do semicha, Nitai Ha-Arbeli says to do semicha. Yehuda ben Tabbai says
not to do semicha, Shimon ben Shetach says to do semicha. Shamaya says to do semicha, Avtalyon
says not to do semicha. Hillel and Menachem didn’t argue. Menachem left and Shamai came.
Shamai says not to do semicha, Hillel says to do semicha. The first [of each pair] were the Nasi, the
second [of each pair] were the heads of the Beit Din.

14. Bava Metzia 86a
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Rebbi [Yehuda HaNassi] and Rabbi Natan are the end of Mishna. Rav Ashi and Ravina are the end of
hora’ah.



