Torah from Sinai - Rabbi David Sedley

1. Artscroll Siddur 8th Principle

Eighth Principle: I believe with complete faith that the entire Torah now in our
hands is the same one that was given to Moses, our teacher, peace be upon him.

2. Siddur Ish Matzliach 8th Principle
That the entire Torah is given from Heaven
3. Rambam Commentary on Mishnah Sanhedrin chapter 10

The Eighth Principle: That the entire Torah in our possession today was given [to us]
by the Almighty through Moshe Rabbeinu, by means of the medium we
metaphorically call "speech." No one knows the real nature of this communication
except Moshe, to whom it was transmitted. He was like a scribe receiving dictation.
He wrote the history, the stories, and the commandments. Therefore he is called
[the] inscriber. There is no distinction between “the children of Cham were Kush and
Mitzrayim”, “The name of his wife was Hatba’el” or “Timna was a concubine” and
“I am the Eternal, your God” or “Hear O Yisrael.” Everything is from the Almighty
and everything is the Torah of God, whole, pure, holy and true.

Someone who says that some of these verses and stories were written by Moshe
from his own mind, such a person is considered by the Sages and prophets to be a
denier [of Torah] and more brazen than all the other deniers. Because such a person
thinks that the Torah has an [important] core surrounded by [less important]
coverings. [He thinks] that the history and stories have no purpose and they are
from Moshe. ... Rather every single word of Torah has wisdom and wonders to
someone who understands them. The extent of the wisdom cannot be fully grasped
because it is longer than the earth and broader than the sea. A person should follow
the footsteps of King David, who prayed “uncover my eyes so that I can gaze at the
wonders of Your Torah” (Tehillim 119).

Similarly, the accepted meaning of the Torah is also from the almighty. The fact that
today we know what a Sukkah, Lulav, Shofar, Tzitzis, Tefillin and other things are is
because of the image the God showed to Moshe. Moshe told it to us, and he is a
trustworthy messenger. The statement which proves this principle is “Moshe said: In
this way you will know that G-d sent me to do all of these act, and not from my own
heart” (Bamidbar 16).



Torah from Sinai - Rabbi David Sedley

4. Hilchot Teshuva 3:17

There are three categories of people who are called ‘deniers of Torah’: Someone who
says that Torah is not from God - even a single verse, or a single word - if he said
that Moshe added it by himself he is considered a denier of Torah. Similarly
someone who denies the explanations, which is the Oral Torah, and who denies
those who said it, like Tzadok and Baitus. And someone who says that the Creator
has switched a certain mitzvah for another, and that this Torah no longer applies,
even though it was from God, like the Christians and the Muslims do. Each of these
three categories denies the Torah.

5. Abarbanel introduction to Yirmiyahu
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6. Devarim 23:2
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Yemenite Sefer Torah has 24 differences:

http:/ /www.saad.org.il/elihu/nusah.html

Meir ben Todros HaLevi Abulafia (c. 1170 - 1244, Burgos, Spain), also known as the
Ramah

Rabbi Abulafia is credited with writing the authoritative Torah scroll for Spanish
Jewry. Scholars came from Germany and North Africa to copy his master copy. He
also wrote an authoritative book of regulations about Torah-writing, called Masoret
Siyag La-Torah.

7. Shemos 25:22
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8. Rashi ibid.
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9. Tosefot Shabbat 55b
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10. Tosefot Nidah 33a
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11. Rabbi Akiva Eiger - Gilyon HaShas Shabbat 55b

12. Rambam Hilchot Sefer Torah 8:3-4
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13. Rambam Hilchot Sefer Torah 8:5
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14. Masechet Sofrim 6:4
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15. Kiddushin 30a
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16. Maaseh Ephod chapter 7
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17. Sanhedrin 21b-22a
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18. Siddur Chelkat Yehoshua
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19. Devarim 5:19
DN 90! N71 7iTa 7i 79y01 QYN UKD AN 102 D70 72 78 N 12T NYRD DN2TD DX

X DIN1 DYAX NNY Y Y

20. Rashi Devarim 5:19
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21. Chullin 7b
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22, Tehillim 36:7
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Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains; Your judgments are like the great
deep; man and animal You will save, God.



