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Moreh Nevuchim [Letter of the Author to his Pupil, R. Joseph Ibn Aknin.]
In the name of G-d, Lord of the Universe.

To R. Joseph (may God protect him!), son of R. Jehudah (may his repose be in
Paradise!):--

My dear pupil, ever since you resolved to come to me, from a distant country,
and to study under my direction, I thought highly of your thirst for
knowledge, and your fondness for speculative pursuits, which found
expression in your poems. I refer to the time when I received your writings in
prose and verse from Alexandria. I was then not yet able to test your powers
of apprehension, and I thought that your desire might possibly exceed your
capacity. But when you had gone with me through a course of astronomy,
after having completed the [other] elementary studies which are
indispensable for the understanding of that science, I was still more gratified
by the acuteness and the quickness of your apprehension. Observing your
great fondness for mathematics, I let you study them more deeply, for I felt
sure of your ultimate success. Afterwards, when I took you through a course
of logic, I found that my great expectations of you were confirmed, and I
considered you fit to receive from me an exposition of the esoteric ideas
contained in the prophetic books, that you might understand them as they are
understood by men of culture.



