The Month of Cheshvan in the Thought of Rav Tzadok
Rabbi David Sedley

1. The holy Rebbi Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Riminov of blessed
memory wrote that in most of the evil decrees happened in MarCheshvan
because in that month the kingdom of David was divided.

2. Rosh Hashana 10b-11a
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We have learned R. Eliezer says: In Tishri the world was created, the
patriarchs Abraham and Jacob were born and died; Isaac was born on the
Passover; on New Year's Day Sarah, Rachel, and Hannah were visited with
the blessing of children, Joseph was released from prison, and the bondage of
our fathers in Egypt ceased; in Nissan our ancestors were redeemed from
Egypt, and in Tishri we shall again be redeemed. R. Yehoshua, says: In Nissan
the world was created, and in the same month the patriarchs were born, and
in Nissan they also died; Isaac was born on the Passover; on New Year's Day
Sarah, Rachel, and Hannah were visited, Joseph was released from prison,
and the bondage of our fathers in Egypt ceased. In Nissan our ancestors were
redeemed from Egypt, and in the same month we shall again be redeemed.

3. Rosh Hashana 12a
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The rabbis taught: The Jewish sages calculate the time of the flood according
to R. Eliezer, and the solstices according to R. Yehoshua, but the sages of other
nations calculate the time of the flood also as R. Yehoshua does.

4. Rashi Rosh Hashana 12a
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The Jewish sages calculate the time of the flood according to Rabbi Eliezer -
they count the years from Noach and the creation of the world, and the years
of each generation according to Rabbi Eliezer’s opinion, from Tishrei.

5. Midrash Tanchuma Noach 11
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From the time of the flood until Shelomo built the Beis HaMikdash every year
there were forty days of rain every year as a reminder of the flood. When
Shelomo built the Beis HaMikdash he prayed for it and the rain ceased... as
the verse states... “In the month of Bul”, which refers to the generation of the
flood (mabul).
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6. Chullin 139a
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Where is Moshe to be found in the Torah? In the verse “G-d said, 'My spirit
will not continue to judge man forever, since he is nothing but (beshegam)
flesh. His days shall be 120 years."” (Bereishis 6:3).

7. Zohar vol. 3 216b
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Moshe was supposed to receive the Torah in the generation of the flood but
couldn’t because they were wicked.

8. Midrash Rabba Shemos 30:13
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Rav Acha said that G-d wanted to give four things [to the generation of the
flood]: Torah, suffering, the service of the sacrifices and prayer, but they did
not seek it, as the verse says “They said to G-d, depart from us” (Iyov 21:14).
This refers to suffering. “And we do not want the knowledge of Your ways”
(ibid.). This refers to Torah. “What is G-d, that we should serve Him?” (ibid.).
This refers to sacrifices. “And what will it help us if we entreat Him?” (ibid.).
This refers to prayer.

9. Bereishis 7:11
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On that day all the wellsprings of the great deep burst forth and the

floodgates of the heavens were opened

10.  ibid. 7:12
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And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights.

11. ibid. 7:17
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12.  Rashi Bereishis 7:12
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Here it says ‘rain’ and later it says ‘flood’. [This means that] when the rain
started to fall it fell with mercy, so that if they would have repented it would
have been rain of blessing. But when they didn’t repent it became a flood.

13. Bava Kama 13a
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Water refers to Torah as the verse states (Yishaya 55), “let all those who are
thirsty go to the water.”
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14.  Devarim 11:14
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I will give the rain of your land in its season, the former rain (yoreh) and the
latter rain (malkosh).

15. Taanit 6b
17398 Y5 MWy 7°N1°D DX 021579 17PN IPLAY NI DR IPY 771 970

The rabbis taught: Why is the first rain called yoreh? Because it teaches (moreh)
the people to paint their roofs, take in the fruit, and otherwise prepare for the
winter.

16.  Sanhedrin 86b
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The Great Sanhedrin sat in the chamber of hewn stone [in the Beis
HaMikdash], and from there Torah went forth to all of Israel, as the verse
states, “From that place that G-d will choose” (Devarim 17).

17.  Midrash Tanchuma Noach 3
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In the second paragraph of the Shema it says “With all your hearts and with
all your souls” but does not say “with all your might.” This teaches you that
anyone who loves wealth and pleasure will not be able to learn Oral Torah
because that only comes through great pain, and by chasing sleep from your
eyes. Some wear themselves out over it and degrade themselves over it.
Therefore its reward is in the World to Come.

You can find more shiurim from Rabbi Sedley on my website:
www.rabbisedley.com

You can e-mail me with any questions you have:
rabbisedley@gmail.com



